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Sermon Notes for November 2, 2003

The Vision of Christ Covenant Series

What Is Our Vision

Of World Missions?

Revelation 4-5

Introduction

A. The Emphasis Of World Missions ON EARTH.

1. Where the people of the world are:

a. as of October 27, 2003, there were 6,326,771,551 people in the world.

b. there are some 425,000 missionaries to reach all of the unreached people of the world..

c. percentages of Christians around the world:

1.  one third of the earth’s people call themselves Christians
2.  one third of non-Christians live in already reached people 
 
     groups

3.  one third of non-Christians live in unreached people groups.

d. where foreign missions funds are spent:

1.  87% goes for work among those already Christian
2.  12% for work among already evangelized non-Christians
3.  1% for work among those who have never heard the gospel

e. in order to understand the “make-up” of the world, imagine that the whole world’s population were 100 people.  This is what you would see:

1.  66 people out of 100 would not be Christians.

2.  70 out of 100 would be nonwhite races.

3.  57 would be Asian.

4.  21 would be Europeans
5.  14 would be from North & South America
6.  8 would be from Africa
7.  70 out of 100 will be totally illiterate, with no reading or 
 
     writing skills

8.  50 out of 100 will go to bed hungry and malnutrition would 
 
     rule

            9.  80 out of 100 would live in substandard housing.  Some areas 
 
     of the world would love to have enough cardboard to cover the 
 
     children while they sleep.

                           
          10. 1 out of 100 would have a college education.

          11.  6 out of the 100 would control over 50% of the world’s 
 
      wealth - all 6 would be citizens of the USA.

2. What the Christian people in the world give:

a. what we spend on ourselves per year

1.  500 million dollars is spent on wrinkle cream 
2.  90 billion dollars is spent on fast food restaurants 
3.  1 billion dollars is spent on sunglasses
4.  2 billion dollars is spent on sneakers
5.  1 billion dollars is spent on Christmas trees
6.  15 billion dollars is spent on Christmas gifts
7.  40 billion dollars is spent on periodicals








b.  what we could spend on world missions per year:

1.  approximately 90 million people are church goers

2.  those 90 million gave approximately 2 billion dollars to 
     missions last year – (roughly $23.00 per person)

3.  if these same 90 million people each spent what people spend 
     (roughly $600.00 per person/per year)


a.  for these items:

     wrinkle cream


     fast food restaurants


     sunglasses


     sneakers


     Christmas trees


     toys


     periodicals

b.  The total giving to world missions would be 54 billion 
 
     dollars!

4.  Christ Covenant has some 400 members.  If every member gave 
     $600.00 per year to world missions, we could give $240,000.00 
     to help take the gospel around the world!  That would be 
     $150,000 more than we gave this past year.

B. The Emphasis Of World Missions IN HEAVEN.

1. We want to look at how Heaven views the importance of world missions.

2. Heaven will not be satisfied until the gospel has reached the entire world – look at Rev. 7:9-10 - 

After this I looked and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and in front of the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands. And they cried out in a loud voice: "Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb."

a. every people group has not heard

b. and until they have heard and responded, Jesus will not return

c. we obviously have a lot of work to do

3. That’s why I don’t believe that Jesus’ return to this earth is even close.

a. there are some 10,000 people groups who have never heard the gospel for the first time.

b. Their “representatives in heaven” have yet to be saved.

4. We will see in today’s text just what God thinks of taking the gospel to the world.
I.  The WORSHIP Of God In Heaven.  (Revelation 4)

A. The DREAM OF JOHN.

1. The Apostle John had a dream that transported him to heaven.

a. John, like Paul, would witness heaven as no mere mortal ever did

b. and he would not only “see” heaven but come to understand what heaven thought was eternally important to God 

2. We will see how heaven views world missions as we look at chapters 4 and 5 of the book of Revelation.
B. The DOMINANCE OF GOD.

1. The wonder of God.

a. in his dream, John was transported to the throne of God.

1.  we don’t know what this “throne” looked like, except that it 
     was in the center of heaven

2.  the location of the throne of God represents the center of the 
     universe, for from here,  all of life is focused.

b. in his dream, look what is around God’s throne

1.  the twenty-four elders


a.  we don’t know who these “elders” are, but they are 
 
     seated on 24 thrones around God’s throne


b.  they could have been:



1.  twelve Old Testament patriarchs and the twelve 
 

     apostles



2.  or simply those who have been saved and now 
 

     rule in heaven with God

2.  thunder and lightning – representing a preview of God’s 
     wrath

3.  seven lamps representing God in His holiness and perfection

4.  seven spirits of God representing the fullness of the Holy Spirit

5.  four living creatures


a.  a lion – wild animals (representing strength)


b.  an ox - domesticated animals (representing service)


c.  a man – man (representing intelligence)


d.  an eagle – flying creatures (representing speed)

2. The worship of God.

a. the worship of the creator

4:8 - Each of the four living creatures had six wings and was covered with eyes all around, even under his wings. Day and night they never stop saying: "Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty, who was, and is, and is to come."

1.  in this chapter, God is worshipped FOR WHO HE IS


a.  He is holy



1.  He is the only one to worship for He alone is 
 

     worthy



2.  in fact, not only is He holy, but He is holy, holy, 
 

     holy.


b.  He is eternal



1.  He FOREVER HAS BEEN



2.  “who was, and is, and is to come”

2.  verse 8 says that this worship is “day and night” and that the 
     heavens will never stop worshipping God

b. the work of the creator

4:10-11 - The twenty-four elders fall down before him who sits on the throne, and worship him who lives for ever and ever. They lay their crowns before the throne and say: "You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things, and by your will they were created and have their being."

1.  but not only is God worshipped for who He is

2.  He is also worshipped for WHAT HE HAS DONE


a.  for He created the world OUT OF NOTHING!


b.  and that He created the world merely OUT OF HIS 
 
     WILL.



1.  ex nihilo – out of nothing



2.  “get your own dirt”

II.  The WORTHINESS Of Jesus In Heaven.  (Revelation 5)

A. The STRUGGLE Of The Scroll.

1. In chapter 5 of Revelation, we are taken to the very throne of God, in whose hand was “a scroll.”

5:1 – “Then I saw in the right hand of him who sat on the throne a scroll with writing on both sides and sealed with seven seals.”

a. this scroll was a typical Mideastern scroll

1.  in which were written edicts or requirements as in a contract

2.  Dr. Robert L. Thomas – “This kind of contract was known all 
     over the Middle East in ancient times and was used by the 
     Romans from the time of Nero on.  The full contract would be 
     written on the inner pages and sealed with seven seals.  All 
     kinds of transactions were consummated this way, including 
     marriage contracts, rental and lease agreements, release of 
     slaves, contract bills and bonds.”
3.  in this case, the scroll contained God’s divine plan or decree 
     regarding the redemptive plan of God

4.  some have called it the Title Deed To The Earth, the final terms  
     of our redemption

5.  S.Kistemaker – “The scroll reveals God’s complete plan and 
     purpose for the entire world throughout the ages from 
     beginning to end.  For us, the scroll with its seals is evidence 
     of what God planned for the salvation of His people.”

b. a typical Mideastern scroll would be sealed with seven seals.

1.  these seals prevented others from opening it unless there were 
     qualified to open it

2.  the contract in the scroll was null and void “until” the seals 
     were broken

3.  after the seals were broken and witnessed, the scroll would be 
     read and the contract enacted

2. So, at this point:

a. God holds the scroll of His divine plan for man’s redemption in His right hand.

b. The seals had to be opened in order for the contract to be enacted

c. There was just one problem

1. no one was qualified as “worthy” to open the seals

3. at this point, there is no one worthy in heaven or on the earth

B. The SADNESS Of The Scribe.

1. John the Apostle sees the absolute, universal, and eternal dilemma.

a. unless the scroll is opened, the contract or plan of man’s redemption cannot be enacted:

b. Simon Kistemaker:

1.  “If the scroll remained unsealed, God’s plan of salvation 
     would not be executed and the human race would be 
     condemned forever.”

2.  “If the scroll remained closed, God’s cause would continue 
     to rest on sinful humanity, creation would not be set free 
     from the bondage of decay and suffering would last 
     interminably.”

2. As a result of the lack of finding someone worthy to open the seals; John, the Apostle, begins to weep.

5:3-4 – “But no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth could open the scroll or even look inside it. I wept and wept because no one was found who was worthy to open the scroll or look inside.”

a. the Greek word klaio means to bewail, to weep 

b. this weeping was the same as Jesus wept over Jerusalem; and as Peter wept over his denial of Jesus.

c. you too would weep if you concluded that if the scroll were never opened, all of mankind would be sent to hell forever.
C. The SUFFERING Of The Savior.

1. Jesus is worthy because of WHO HE IS.  

Vs. 5 –  Then one of the elders said to me, "Do not weep! See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has triumphed. He is able to open the scroll and its seven seals."

a. He is the Lion of Judah.

1.  the Messiah had to be from the tribe of Judah – 

2.  the Messiah had to be in the direct lineage of David

b. He is the Lamb of the World.

1.  a SLAIN Lamb then enters the room and STANDS there


a.  yes, Jesus died on the cross as the Lamb of God – He 
 
     was slaughtered for the sins of man


b.  BUT, HE HAS RESURRECTED. 

2.  a SUPERIOR Lamb then enters the room and STANDS there


a.  He is ENCIRCLED BY THE CREATION



1.  all of creation worships Him.  

     Vs. 6 – “Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had 
 
     been slain, standing in the center of the throne, 
 
     encircled by the four living creatures and the 
 
     elders. He had seven horns and seven eyes, 
 
     which are the seven spirits of God sent out into 
 
     all the earth.”



2.  all of mankind worships Him

     Vs. 6 - “Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had 
 
     been slain, standing in the center of the throne, 
 
     encircled by the four living creatures and the 
 
     elders. He had seven horns and seven eyes, 
 
     which are the seven spirits of God sent out into 
 
     all the earth.”



3.  all of the angels worship Him   

     Vs. 11 – “Then I looked and heard the voice of 
 
     many angels, numbering thousands upon 
 
     thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand. 
 
     They encircled the throne and the living 
 
     creatures and the elders.”


b.  He is INSCRIBED AS THE CELEBRATED.

     Vs. 6 – “Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been 
 
     slain, standing in the center of the throne, encircled by 
 
     the four living creatures and the elders. He had seven 
 
     horns and seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of 
 
     God sent out into all the earth.”



1.  this is not just “any old lamb”




a.  “He had seven horns”





1.  this shows His power and His 
 



     might





2.  it shows His omnipotence




b.  “He had seven eyes”





1.  this shows that He sees all things





2.  it shows His omniscience



c.  “which are the seven spirits”





1.  this shows His total spirituality





2.  this shows His omnipresence



2.  THIS LAMB IS THE MAJESTIC, ALL-
 

     POWERFUL LAMB OF GOD – JESUS!

2. Jesus is worthy because of WHAT HE HAS DONE.

a. whereas the heavens worshipped God for His creation

b. the heavens worshipped the Lamb FOR HIS CROSS!

   NOTICE Verse 9 – “And they sang a new song: "You are worthy to take   
      the scroll and to open its seals, because you were slain, and with your 
      blood you purchased men for God from every tribe and language and 
      people and nation.”

1.  He was worthy to be worshipped BECAUSE HE DIED ON 
     THE CROSS.

2.  He was worthy because He SHED HIS BLOOD.

c. heaven will be a place where Jesus is worshipped eternally BECAUSE HE DIED ON THE CROSS FOR THE SINS OF MANKIND.

1.  throughout eternity Jesus will be known and worshipped AS 
     THE SACRIFICIAL LAMB!

2.  look at Revelation 15:3-4 -  And sang the song of Moses the 
     servant of God and the song of the Lamb: "Great and 
     marvelous are your deeds, Lord God Almighty. Just and true 
     are your ways, King of the ages. Who will not fear you, O Lord, 
     and bring glory to your name? For you alone are holy. All 
     nations will come and worship before you, for your righteous 
     acts have been revealed."

3. But . . . Jesus is worthy because of WHAT HE HAS DONE FOR ALL OF MANKIND.

a. for, with His blood, He purchased salvation for men from:

1.  every tribe

a.  in deepest, darkest Africa


b.   in every tribe who has never heard the gospel . . .yet

2.  every language

a.  that EVERY language and dialect will be represented in 
 
     heaven


b.  EVERY language will one day praise the Lamb

3.  every people

a.  every people group


b.  whether they be Indians, Chinese, Mongolians and 
 
     Americans

4.  every nation

a.  every continent will be represented


b.  Europe, Asia, Africa, North and South America

b. John Piper – According to the Bible, the final hope of the Christian is not to have a private relation to God in heaven forever, but rather to stand before God in an assembly of saved people from every racial, national, tribal and linguistic group on earth, and declare hand in hand with one voice the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ is the author of salvation and the ruler of the whole world.

1.  can you imagine the scene!

2.  PRAISE AND WORSHIP CAME NOT JUST FROM 
     ENGLISH SPEAKING CHRISTIANS . . . BUT FROM . . .


a.  Germans


b.  Chinese


c.  Puerto Ricans


d.  Koreans


e.  Africans


f.  Vietnamese


g.  Indians


H.  and EVERY OTHER LANGUAGE AND PEOPLE 
 
      GROUP IN THE WORLD!

III.  The WORSHIP Of Jesus In Heaven.

A. The ESSENCE OF WORSHIP In Heaven.

1. Do you realize that the ENTIRE book of Revelation is about worshipping the Lamb of God – Jesus, FOR WHAT HE DID ON THE CROSS.

a. not only for you

b. but for people of the ENTIRE WORLD

1.  EVERY TRIBE

2.  EVERY LANGUAGE 

3.  EVERY PEOPLE

4.  EVERY NATION

2. Do you realize that Heaven will consist of worshipping Jesus FOREVER for what He has done in redemption?
B. The ESSENCE OF WORK On Earth.

1. If the Lamb is to be worshipped in heaven FOREVER for His redemptive work for every:

a. tribe

b. language

c. people

d. and nation

2. And we aren’t THOROUGHLY COMMITTED to being a part of that work on this earth: then: 

a. AS A CHURCH, WE HAVE TOTALLY MISSED THE PURPOSE OF JESUS COMING TO THIS EARTH.

b. AS WELL AS THE VERY REASON JESUS WILL BE WORSHIPPED FOREVER IN HEAVEN!

Conclusion:

1. What is the VISION OF CHRIST COVENANT in world missions?

a. that we develop God’s heartbeat for taking the gospel not only to our area and country but ESPECIALLY to the unreached peoples of the world.

1. 96% of all dollars spent in the church in America are spent within our own borders; only 4% of all dollars are spent outside of our country on foreign missions.

2. Emil Brunner wrote – “The church exits by mission, just as fire exists by burning.  Where there is no mission, there is no church; and where there is neither church nor mission, there is no faith.”

b. that we will develop long term partnerships with mission opportunities around the world

1.  so that we can help build a ministry

2.  and that each and every age and ministry team can be involved in a 
     mission ministry

c. that EVERYONE IN THIS CHURCH will one day go on a foreign missions trip

d. that we become “at least” a million dollar giving church to missions 

e. that we will continue to send part time and full-time members to the field

2. What SHOULD BE OUR VISION OF MISSIONS at Christ Covenant?

a. THIS should be our vision because it is the vision of heaven

b. Jesus died for me AND the rest of the world!

1.  An artist was asked to paint a picture of a decaying church.  To the 
     amazement of many, instead of depicting on canvas a tottering old 
     building, he portrayed a stately edifice of modern design.  Through 
     open portals could be seen a richly carved pulpit, a magnificent 
     organ, and beautiful stained-glass windows.  In the vestibule was a 
     large offering plate for the gifts of fashionable worshipers.  But 
     that’s where the artist’s idea of a decaying church became obvious.  
     Next to this plate hung a small coin box bearing an inscription that 
     read: “For Foreign Missions.”  Over the slot through which 
     contributions could be dropped he had painted a huge cobweb!

2.  you and I will one day be part of that great mass of people praising the 
     Lamb.  Vs. 13 - Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and 
     under the earth and on the sea, and all that is in them, singing: "To him 
     who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and honor and 
     glory and power, for ever and ever!"

Let’s stand and sing praise to Jesus.

