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Sermon Notes for February 29, 2004

Series on Love

“Do You Really Know

How Much God Loves You?”

Hosea 3:1-5

Introduction

A. What Does The WORLD Say About God?

1. There are so many words that non-believers would use when they express their understanding of God:

a. fear

b. justice

c. retribution

d. power

2. But you wonder how many of these same people would describe God by using the word “love.”

a. needless to say, most people would not use this word

b. why does the world NOT describe God generally as love?
B. What Does The WORD Say About God?

1. In the New Testament.

a. Christians speak of God and especially of Jesus as seen in the New Testament, certain words would be used because we have a “picture” of Jesus:

1.  compassion

2.  caring

3.  ministry

4.  and yes, love

b. but this would speak only of the New Testament

2. In the Old Testament.

a. HOWEVER, even Christians would use different words as they described the God of the Old Testament

1.  justice

2.  punishment

3.  wrath

4.  retribution

b. is the God of the New Testament the SAME God of the Old Testament?

1.  IS THE GOSPEL OF THE OLD TESTAMENT THE 
     SAME GOSPEL AS THE NEW TESTAMENT?

2.  we are going to see a glorious picture of the “Old Testament 
     Gospel” as seen in the book of Hosea 


a.  Charles Spurgeon, in speaking of the 14th chapter of 
 
     Hosea, said: “No chapter in the Bible can be more 
 
     rich in mercy than this last chapter of Hosea.”

b.  James M. Boice calls Hosea, Chapter 3, “The Greatest 
 
     Chapter in the Bible.”


c.  so, let’s look today at the “Gospel According to Hosea”



1.  looking particularly at Chapter 3, where you will 
 

     see a picture of the love of God that will 
 

     absolutely overwhelm you



2.  and in reality, a picture of how Jesus would love 
 

     each and every one of us.
I.  The SETTING Of Hosea.

A. The PERIOD In Israel’s History.

1. At this time, around 800 B.C., Israel is divided into two parts: the Northern Kingdom of Israel and the Southern Kingdom of Judah.

a. the 10 tribes of Israel in the north were slowly but surely falling into ungodliness and pagan worship

b. while the 2 tribes of Judah in the south remained faithful to God

2. The “spiritual slide” of the northern 10 tribes of Israel would eventually result in their being overrun by the Assyrian armies.
B. The PROPHET In Israel’s History.

1. The prophet Hosea was a prophet of the northern Kingdom during this “spiritual slide.”

2. It was during the days of Hosea that God would use Hosea to speak to the hearts of a disobedient people.

a. Israel was becoming involved in combining their Jewish faith with the pagan, sexual rituals of the Canaanites

b. in some cases, these rituals involved children being sacrificed

c. Hosea enumerated the sins of Israel in 4:1-2 – “Hear the word of the LORD, you Israelites, because the LORD has a charge to bring against you who live in the land: ‘There is no faithfulness, no love, no acknowledgment of God in the land.  There is only cursing, lying and murder, stealing and adultery; they break all bounds, and bloodshed follows bloodshed.’”

3. And yet, the Israelites continued to meet together in their Jewish worship – 6:4-6 - "What can I do with you, Ephraim? What can I do with you, Judah? Your love is like the morning mist, like the early dew that disappears.  Therefore I cut you in pieces with my prophets, I killed you with the words of my mouth; my judgments flashed like lightning upon you.  For I desire mercy, not sacrifice, and acknowledgment of God rather than burnt offerings.”

4. Hear the comparisons that the prophet Hosea uses to describe God’s people:

a. 6:4 – “a morning cloud” – here one minute, gone the next

b. 7:8 - a “half baked cake” – their faith had not gotten deep into their lives

c. 7:11 – “a silly dove” – unstable, flying from one place to another”

d. 7:16 – “a deceitful bow” – that the Israelites couldn’t be depended upon

e. 8:9 – “gray hairs” – they were losing their strength but unaware of the changes
C. The PAIN In Israel’s History.

1. Throughout this book you get a real sense of the pain of God.

a. brokenhearted by the sins of the people

b. seeing a people who had become “adulterated” with the sins of the world

2. You have to ask yourself, WHY DOESN’T GOD SIMPLY PUNISH HIS PEOPLE AND REJECT THEM?

a. after all, isn’t this the “Old Testament God?”

b. isn’t this what we “expect” of the “Old Testament God?”
II.  The STRUGGLE Of Hosea.

A. The FAMILY in Hosea’s life.

1. Hosea’s children would be a symbol of God’s plan.
a. Jezreel – a son: “God will scatter”

b. Lo-ruhamah – a daughter: “to never know a father’s pity”

c. Lo-ammi – a son: “not my people”

2. Hosea’s wife would be a symbol of God’s pain.

a. God would tell the prophet Hosea in 1:2 - When the LORD began to speak through Hosea, the LORD said to him, "Go, take to yourself an adulterous wife and children of unfaithfulness, because the land is guilty of the vilest adultery in departing from the LORD."

1.  not only was Hosea’s wife, Gomer, an immoral woman, but she 
     left Hosea after they were married and became a prostitute

2.  eventually Gomer would progress in her sexual sin from:


a.  being involved in a sexual pagan cult


b.  to becoming a prostitute on the streets


c.  to being sold into slavery

b. Hosea’s wife would fall into the worst possible sinful situation you could ever imagine – IT COULDN’T HAVE GOTTEN ANY WORSE FOR ANY HUSBAND!
B. The FUTILITY Of Hosea’s Life.

1. Hosea’s fight to restrain his wife.

a. 2:2 – Hosea asked his first son, Jezreel, to reason with his mother - "Rebuke your mother, rebuke her, for she is not my wife, and I am not her husband. Let her remove the adulterous look from her face and the unfaithfulness from between her breasts.”

b. 2:6 – Hosea tried to prevent her from going to the markets for food and clothing - to cause her to stay at home – “Therefore I will block her path with thorn bushes; I will wall her in so that she cannot find her way.”

2. Hosea’s factors in dealing with his wife:

a. under Jewish law, Hosea had EVERY RIGHT TO:

1.  not only divorce her

2.  BUT TO HAVE HER STONED!

b. WHY DIDN’T HOSEA LEAVE HIS WIFE GOMER?
III.  The STATEMENT Of Hosea.

A. The CALL Of God To Rescue Hosea.  
3:1 - The LORD said to me, "Go, show your love to your wife again, though she is loved by another and is an adulteress. Love her as the LORD loves the Israelites, though they turn to other gods and love the sacred raisin cakes."

1. Gomer’s true sin.
a. Gomer had truly sinned.

1.  after bearing Hosea three children, she left the family and 
 
     became involved in pagan sexual acts (sacred raisin cakes were 
 
     a reference to these pagan acts)



2.  she had then left that pagan cult to go to the streets to become a 
 

     prostitute

b. Hosea had truly suffered.

1.  CAN YOU IMAGINE THIS HAPPENING TO YOU?

2.  HOW AND WHY WOULD HE CONTINUE TO PURSUE 
     HER?

2. Hosea’s true sacrifice.
a. Hosea went to the slave market when he saw his wife and his children’s mother standing on the slave block

1.  she was more than likely naked so that the men who would  
     purchase her could see “what they would be getting”

2.  Gomer had sunk to the lowest place that a person could sink to

b. in obedience to the command of God, Hosea bought his wife back

1.  notice that Hosea bought Gomer for “fifteen shekels, a homer 
     and 10 bushels.”

2.  the “going rate” for a slave was 30 shekels of silver (Exodus 
     21:32)


a.  Hosea did not have enough “cash” to pay for his wife


b.  some workers were paid 10 shekels a year!


c.  Hosea had to come up with other means to make up the 
 
     total price



1.  One “homer” was equal to 10 ephahs.  One and 
 
 
     one half homers would be 15 ephahs.  The 
 

     normal price for barley was 1 shekel per ephah – 
 

     thus, Hosea paid a total of 30 shekels in cash and 
 

     barley.  

2.  Visualize Hosea getting ready to go redeem his 
 
     wife from the slave market.  He checks his 
 
     wallet and looks in his checkbook.  He digs in 
 
     the cushions of the couch, and all he can come 
 
     up with is 15 shekels of silver, only HALF of 
 
     what he needs.  Imagine getting ready to pay 
 
     your house payment, and only being able to 
 
     scrape together half of it!  So, Hosea begins to 
 
     go through his things, looking for something of 
 
     value to make up the difference.  Finally, he 
 
     reaches the conclusion that it’s the barley or 
 
     nothing.



3.  there is a clear possibility that Hosea had to give 
 

     up EVERYTHING THAT HE HAD



4.  this purchase could have easily bankrupted him

3.  Gomer had rejected his love, sullied his reputation, abandoned 
     his home, and most of all, broken his heart.  Yet, Hosea still 
     loved her and he acted out that love in redeeming her.  What a 
     spectacle Gomer must have been!  Stripped naked, trying 
     desperately to cover her shame.  Too embarrassed to look at 
     the crowd, she hung her head in shame.  The mocking 
     laughter, hate-filled whispers and open discussions about her 
     value and what would be paid for her cut her soul deeply.  
     There she stood robbed of the rings and robes she had so often 
     depended on to make her attractive.  Things couldn’t have 
     been worse.  Or could they.

As the bidding started she kept her head hung.  Two 
     shekels, five and then ten were bid.  The sounds of children 
     playing on the edges of the market mingled with the quiet 
     whispers of the women of the city and the bartering of the 
     men.  Gomer’s mind was too confused, too afraid, too 
     overwhelmed to hear what was being said.  Suddenly, she 
     realized that everything had fallen eerily silent.  Not even a 
     whisper could be heard.  Gomer did not know that the source of 
     the disturbing quietness was the presence of Hosea.

Finally, his voice broke through the silence.  That 
     familiar voice stirred a chorus of gasps and revived the 
     whispering of the assembly.  Hosea called out, “Fifteen shekels 
     of silver and one and one-half homers of barley.”

 




Gomer knew it was Hosea.  The strong voice of this 
 



     prophet could not be mistaken.  Now she understood the 
 



     silence, the gasps and the whispering.  Hosea was the last 
 



     person she expected to show and yet, there he was.  But why?

B. The CAUSE Of God To Rescue Hosea.

1. God called Hosea to marry Gomer to relate to God’s love.

a. THE ULTIMATE REASON that God commanded Hosea to marry Gomer was to enable Hosea to know what God was feeling and experiencing about His own bride, the church.

1.  we MUST go beyond what we typically think of God’s 
     relationship to His people


a.  we typically look at God as the creator, sustainer, the 
 
     one “in charge” of His people


b.  such a view depicts God as some sort of “Wizard of Oz” 
 
     being bold and making demands of His people behind 
 
     some forbidden curtain

2.  what God wants Hosea to “feel” about his wife Gomer is the 
     same thing that God is “feeling” about His bride, the church


a.  NOT ONLY does God “love” the church


b.  God is also “in love” with the church



1.  what is the term given to the church in the book 
 

     of Revelation?




a.  Rev. 21:1-2 – “Then I saw a new heaven 
 


     and a new earth, for the first heaven and 
 


     the first earth had passed away, and there 
 


     was no longer any sea.  I saw the Holy 
 


     City, the new Jerusalem, coming down 
 


     out of heaven from God, prepared as a 
 


     bride beautifully dressed for her 
 


     husband.”




b.  Rev. 21:9 - One of the seven angels who 
 


     had the seven bowls full of the seven last 
 


     plagues came and said to me, "Come, I 
 


     will show you the bride, the wife of the 
 


     Lamb."



2.  we are not merely:




a.  His subjects




b.  His projects




c.  His focus



3.  WE ARE HIS BRIDE!




a.  HOW WOULD YOU “FEEL” if you 
 


     found out that your spouse had been 
 


     unfaithful to you!




b.  that’s why God says that He is a 
 


     “jealous” God





1.  Ex. 34:14 - Do not worship 
 



     any other god, for the LORD, 
 



     whose name is Jealous, is a 
 



     jealous God.  





2.  Isaiah 62:5 – “As a young man 
 



     marries a maiden, so will your 
 



     sons marry you; as a bridegroom 
 



     rejoices over his bride, so will 
 



     your God rejoice over you.”




c.  that puts a whole new “spin” on our 
 


     relationship to God





1.  God is “in love” with His bride





2.  and He feels the same pain that 
 



     you would feel if you were to find 
 



     out that your spouse was 
 



     unfaithful to you!

b. THE ULTIMATE REASON that we should obey God is that we love Him!

1.  when we sin against God, it’s as if you were having an affair on 
     your spouse

2.  how do you think that your spouse would feel?  That’s exactly 
     the same way that God feels when you sin.

2. God called Hosea to rescue Gomer, to represent God’s love.

a. in Hosea’s day, there were three causes for a person, like Gomer, to become a slave

1.  by birth


a.  their slavery



1.  to be born into a family of slaves



2.  you would be “born a slave” 


b.  our slavery



1.  we are, likewise, born into a family of slaves, 
 

     because we are born the children of Adam and 
 

     Eve. We inherited their sin nature



2.  while we had nothing to do with our birth, we 
 

     were, nevertheless, born a slave and can do 
 

     nothing for ourselves

2.  by being conquered


a.  their slavery



1.  another way to become a slave was to be 
 

     conquered by another army or people



2.  this would have been difficult, as you were not 
 

     “born” a slave, but because you were conquered, 
 

     you would have no possessions or privileges


b.  our slavery



1.  we likewise, have been conquered by Satan,



2.  and Satan is stronger and more powerful than we 
 

     are.  WE cannot set ourselves free from his 
 

     power.  WE must have help.

3.  by indebtedness


a.  their slavery



1.  a person who owed more than he could pay 
 

     could be sold into slavery to pay his debt



2.  the problem with such a person was that after 
 

     becoming a slave, that slave did not make any 
 

     more money to be able to pay off his debt


b.  our slavery



1.  we have a debt – our sin




a.  three sins a day




b.  sins of omission and commission



2.  we have no hope WHATSOEVER of paying off 
 

     our debt

b. also notice the three words that Hosea uttered to buy back his adulterous wife Gomer - Vs. 2 – “I bought her.”

1.  “I” – our redeemer


a.  in her case



1.  in the case of Gomer, she did not have the ability 
 

     to buy herself.  SHE HAD NOTHING!



2.  Gomer stood on the slave block stripped of her 
 

     money, her power and her hope.  SHE WAS 
 

     HOPELESS!


b.  in our case



1.  it doesn’t matter what “kind” of sinner you are.  
 

     YOU ARE A SLAVE AND SLAVES CANNOT 
 

     PURCHASE THEIR FREEDOM OR THEY 
 

     WOULDN’T BE SLAVES!



2.  JESUS IS OUR “I”

a.  Jesus is our Hosea – He rushes to save us       
     - picture who He is and why He did it  




b.  One Easter Dr. Gordon, a Pastor from 
 


     days gone by, brought an old beat-up 
 


     rusty birdcage and set it next to the pulpit. As the message that morning progressed, Dr. Gordon picked up the birdcage and held it up saying, “You might be wondering why this is here.  Several days ago I noticed a little boy in tattered and torn blue jeans and a dirty T-shirt and cap walking down an alley swinging this birdcage.  Clinging to the bottom of the cage were several little sparrows he had captured.  So I stopped him and asked him where he was going with the birds.   He said he was going to mess around with them and tease them.  I asked him what he would do with them then.  He said he had a couple of cats and he would just give them to the cats.  I asked the boy what he would take for them and he said they weren’t worth anything at all.  Nevertheless, I asked what he would sell them to me for.  He finally said two bucks.  So I gave him two bucks.

When the boy left, Dr. Gordon walked a distance and opened the cage and let the sparrows go free.  This is what Christ has done for us.  He not only paid for us, He has set us free.

2.  “bought” – our redemption


a.  in her case



1.  Gomer was “for sale” and would be purchased 
 

     by someone



2.  after that someone would “own” her – because 
 

     she owed a debt


b.  in our case



1.  we owe a debt, and that debt must be paid



2.  but Jesus paid our debt




a.  in order to truly understand what Jesus 
 


     did, we need to understand what this 
 


     word “bought” means





1.  Hebrew





2.  Greek






a.  Galatians 3:13 - Christ 
 




     redeemed us from the 
 




     curse of the law by 
 




     becoming a curse for us, 
 




     for it is written: "Cursed is 
 




     everyone who is hung on a 
 




     tree."






b.  exagarazo







1.  to buy from the 
 





     market







2.  to buy with no 
 





     intention to 
 





     return again







3.  when Jesus buys 
 





     us, He sets us free 
 





     from our slavery 
 





     with no intention 
 





     of ever letting us 
 





     return to that 
 





     position again.




b.  how did Jesus “purchase” our sins?





1.  on the cross






a.  Matthew 20:28 – “Just as 
 




     the Son of Man did not 
 




     come to be served, but to 
 




     serve, and to give his life 
 




     as a ransom for many."






b.  “It is finished.”





2.  “The Passion of the Christ” 

What is crucifixion?  A medical doctor provides a physical description: The cross is placed on the ground and the exhausted man is quickly thrown backwards with his shoulders against the wood.  The legionnaire feels for the depression at the front of the wrist.  He drives a heavy, square wrought-iron nail through the wrist and deep into the wood.  Quickly he moves to the other side and repeats the action, being careful not to pull the arms too tightly, but to allow some flex and movement.

The cross is then lifted into place.  The left foot is pressed against the right foot, and with both feet extended, toes down, a nail is driven through the arch of each, leaving the knees flexed.  The victim is now crucified.

As he slowly sags down with more weight on the nails in the wrists, excruciating, fiery pain shoots along the fingers and up the arms to explode in the brain, the nails in the wrists putting pressure on the median nerves.  As he pushes himself upward to avoid stretching torment, he places the full weight on the nail through his feet.  Again he feels the searing agony of the nail tearing through the nerves between the bones of the feet.

As the arms fatigue, cramps sweep through the muscles, knotting them in deep, relentless, throbbing pain.  With these cramps comes the inability to push himself upward to breathe.  Air can be drawn into the lungs but not exhaled.  He fights to raise himself in order to get even one small breath.

Finally, carbon dioxide builds up in the lungs and in the blood stream, and the cramps partially subside.  Spasmodically he is able to push himself upward to exhale and bring in life-giving oxygen.  Hours of this limitless pain, cycles of twisting, joint-rending cramps, intermittent partial asphyxiation, searing pain as tissue is torn from his lacerated back as he moves up and down against the rough timber.

Then another agony begins: a deep crushing pain in the chest as the pericardium slowly fills with serum and begins to compress the heart.  It is now almost over.  The loss of tissue fluids reached a critical level.  The compressed heart is struggling to pump heavy, thick, sluggish blood into the tissues.  The tortured lungs are making a frantic effort to gasp in small gulps of air.  He can feel the chill of death creeping through his tissues . . . Finally, he can allow his body to die.  All this the Bible records with the simple words, “And they crucified him.”





3.  THIS WAS HOW JESUS 
 



     “BOUGHT US”





3.  “her” – redeemed






a.  in her case 







1.  Gomer was the worst kind of person








a.  she got married; she was well cared for 
 






     and loved








b.  she had three children








c.  she abandoned her husband and three 
 






     children to:









1.  become a part of a pagan sex cult









2.  then she became a common street 
 







     prostitute









3.  she went from being a prostitute 
 







     to becoming a slave!








2.  it would be hard to imagine a worse kind of 
 





     person on this earth






b.  in our case







1.  THIS IS EXACTLY THE POINT.








a.  God depicted Gomer to be the worst kind 
 






     of person BECAUSE SHE 
 






     REPRESENTED YOU AND ME!








b.  DO YOU REALLY KNOW WHO YOU 
 






     ARE?

 







1.  there are “three kinds of 
 







     sinners”






a.  Sinner #1 – There are 
 




     those whose sins are so 
 




     visible and so obvious 
 




     that they recognize their 
 




     wickedness and so does 
 




     everyone else.






b.  Sinner #2 – There are 
 




     sinners whose sins are not 
 




     so readily seen by the 
 




     human eye.  People look 
 




     at them and see good 
 




     people.  But these good 
 




     people know their own 
 




     souls.  They see the 
 




     hidden sins and 
 




     wickedness and while 
 




     others praise them they 
 




     know their true state.  




 





c.  Sinner #3 – These live in 
 








     the most perilous position.  
 








     They too are seen as 
 








     good people, not only by 
 








     others but by themselves 
 








     as well.  While they might 
 








     acknowledge a slight 
 








     imperfection, they 
 


      



      

     do not see themselves as 
 








     being sinful people in 
 








     need of redemption.


2.  LOOK AT YOUR LIFE 
 
     BEFORE YOU MET CHRIST.










a.  What were you like?










b.  What did you live for?










c.  What did you do?










d.  YOU WERE GOMER!









3.  without Christ,  you are just like 
 







     Gomer










a.  selfish










b.  self absorbed










c.  living only for self










d.  a slave to sin

 







4.  In Jan. 1985 a large suitcase 
 







     unmarked and unclaimed was 
 
 






     discovered at the customs office 
 






  
     at the Los Angeles International 
 





Airport.  When US customs officials opened the 
 





suitcase they found the curled up body of a young 
 





woman.  She had been dead for only a few days.  
 





The investigation found that the woman was the 
 





wife of a young Iranian man who was in the US.  
 





She had been unsuccessful in her attempts to attain 
 





a visa to enter the states so she took matters into her 
 





own hands and attempted to smuggle herself into 
 





the country in the plane’s cargo bay.  While her 
 





plan seemed simple enough, customs officials said 
 





it was doomed form the beginning.  









5.  If you go into a jewelry store and 
 







     want to look at a diamond it is 
 







     going to be displayed for you on a 
 





black cloth.  The jeweler does this because he 
 





understands that the beauty of the diamond is seen 
 





more clearly when it is looked at against the 
 





backdrop of the dark color of the cloth.  In the same 
 





way the holiness and love of God are seen most 
 





clearly when they are seen against the black 
 





background of the sin of man.  In order to see the 
 





depth of God’s grace we need to first look at the 
 





depravity of man’s sin.








2.  BUT, DESPITE BEING “JUST LIKE 
 
 




     GOMER,” JESUS DIED FOR YOU!
Conclusion:

1. Why did God write the book of Hosea?

a. to show how great a sinner we are

1.  like it or not, WE ARE GOMER!


a.  without Christ, we have “gone to bed with the world”


b.  we have sunk to the lowest of the low

2.  we are without hope

b. to show how great a Savior we have

1.  notice what God says to Hosea in 3:1 - The LORD said to me, "Go, 
     show your love to your wife again, though she is loved by another 
     and is an adulteress. Love her as the LORD loves the Israelites, 
     though they turn to other gods and love the sacred raisin cakes."

2.  no matter;


a.  what you have done


b.  what you will do


c.  how far you have sunk


d.  HE BOUGHT YOU AND WILL KEEP YOU!

c. God’s call to Hosea to marry and rescue Gomer said two things:

1.  One - Hosea would feel the “same pain” that God felt about His 
     unfaithful bride – the church

2.  Two - when Hosea rescued Gomer, his marriage would become a 
     “walking example” of God’s message to Israel

2. What do we need to learn from the book of Hosea?

a. not only does God love you – God is “in love with you”

b. and inasmuch as you would be crushed by the unfaithfulness of your spouse, SO IS HE!
c. SO, LOOK AT YOUR RELATIONSHIP TO JESUS AS A MARRIAGE!
d. J.V. McGee  - “The greatest sin in all the world is sin against love.  This is worse than all others, and this is the message of Hosea.  Gomer was not only guilty of breaking the marriage vow, which was bad enough, but she sinned against the one who loved her.  That is sin at its worst.”

e. An incident is told of the English preacher Charles Spurgeon who was  crossing the street.  He suddenly stopped in the middle of the street and prayed.  When he reached the other side, his companion asked him, “Why did you stop to pray in the middle of the street?’  Spurgeon’s reply was something like this, “A cloud came between my soul and Christ, and I could not let it remain there even long enough to reach the other side of the street.”

f. A story has been told of a young prince who ran away from home.  His father, the king, was heartbroken.  The elder son saw his father wasting away in sorrow over the loss of the younger son.  To ease his grief he offered to begin a personal search in an effort to find the young prince.  The father protested at first and then approved the plan.

Month after month the elder son searched, hoping to see his brother’s face 
in every crowd and on every street.  Finally, one day as he entered a village, he found everyone rushing to the village square.  Arriving there with the crowd he discovered an execution was about to take place.  He overheard the people in the crowd tell of a young man who had killed another man in a drunken fight.  When he looked at the condemned man he was shocked to see that it was his brother.  After all this time, and all this grief, would it end like this?

Then, to his surprise, an official on the platform made an appeal to the crowd.  “Be it known that any man may step forward to accept in his behalf the punishment about  to be executed upon the prisoner.”  The elder brother quickly learned from those around him that there was a law in this village allowing any man to accept punishment on behalf of another man.

The elder brother pushed his way to the platform.  “I will do it sir,” he shouted.  A murmur of astonishment swept over the crowd.  On the platform the young man recognized his brother.  “Go home,” the elder brother said.  “Tell our father that I have found you and sent you to him.”

The rebellious young man’s heart was crushed over his sins.  He returned home a free man because of the one who honored his father and loved him enough to die for him.

