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Sermon Notes for March 13, 2005

Series on Worship

“The Most Important 

Responsibility of Our Church”

Revelation 2:1-7

Introduction

A. A Word Of COMMENDATION.

1. This church is to be commended for its faithfulness.

a. 10 years in a temporary setting for worship

b. most new churches build in the 5th to 7th year

1.  you are to be commended for STAYING and not leaving

2.  because I had my own moments of doubt as well

2. A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO ALL OF THOSE:

a. who have been here since the very beginning

b. who have set up, cleaned up and closed up

c. who have been our teachers, helpers, and leaders
B. A Word Of CONGRATULATIONS.

1. WE MADE IT!

a. it has been a long, long time

b. our history:

1.  started meeting in the cafeteria






a.  set up chairs






b.  bought a sound system






c.  begin the “scary task” of starting a church







1.  will people come?







2.  how do you grow a church that meets in a 
 





     school?





2.  started having our struggles






a.  people came and left






b.  lost the air conditioning in the school for an entire 
 




     summer






c.  had a lack of roots and reputation in the community

2. BUT . . . WE MADE IT!

C. A Word About COMPROMISE.

1. And yet, in all this time, WE DID NOT COMPROMISE!

a. we never resorted to tricks or gimmicks to draw people

b. we never watered down the Word of God to draw a crowd

c. we never allowed the people who came to determine what was preached from this pulpit or taught in the classroom

2. We stayed COMMITTED.

a. we stayed true to our beliefs and vision as a church

b. so much so that we have become a church that is:

1.  committed to preaching and teaching the Word of God

2.  committed to equipping our people of all ages to not only know 
     Christ and walk with Him, but to serve Him

3.  committed to being a church that does ministry with the Word 
     of God as our foundation

D. A Word Of CAUTION.

1. HOWEVER, we MUST hear this message from God’s Word TODAY as we not only enter an EXCITING time in the life of our church, we also enter an EXCEPTIONAL TIME.

a. as we will be tempted to “reinvent” or “redefine” ourselves

1.  I hope that you are “ready” for what “could” happen to us and 
     through us as a church

2.  it is indeed a critical time in the life of our church

b. so . . . what will we become?

2. I want you to hear this timely message from God’s Word as this very message text was directed to a church JUST LIKE OURS!

a. a young church; the church in Ephesus

b. a Godly, Bible-believing church

c. a church that the apostle Paul wrote and instructed TO BE AN EQUIPPING AND SERVING CHURCH from which we get our very own philosophy of ministry – Ephesians 4:11-12!

d. in a sense, it is a warning to all of us

1.  not to end up like this Ephesian church


a.  at one time a “model church”


b.  but a “model church” that forgot what is most important

2.  BUT . . . TO NEVER FORGET WHAT THE MOST 
     IMPORTANT THING TO A CHURCH, ANY CHURCH, 
     MUST BE.

I.  The PLACE Of The Ephesian Church.

A. The SIZE Of The City Of Ephesus.

1. A city of approximately 225,000 people.

2. A great shipping port that stood at the crossroads of the then known world.

a. “The light of Asia.”

b. “Vanity Fair of the Ancient World” because it was the wealthiest and greatest city in all of Asia.

c. “The Gateway to Asia.”

d. J.Vernon McGee – “Ephesus was not only a beautiful city, it was the chief city of the province of Asia.  It was called “the Vanity Fair of Asia.”  Pliny called it “the Light of Asia.”  It was both the religious and commercial center of that entire area which influenced both East and West – Asia and Europe.  When Paul landed at the harbor in Ephesus, he looked down Harbor Boulevard, all in white marble.  As he moved toward the center of the city, he saw all sorts of lovely buildings, temples, and gift shops.  There was a large market on his right as he went up the boulevard, and ahead of him on the side of a mountain was a theater that seated twenty thousand people.  Off to his left was the great amphitheater that seated over one hundred thousand people.  At times there were as many as one to two million people gathered in Ephesus.  It was here that Paul had his greatest ministry, and it was here that John later became pastor.”

3. A great worshipping center – the Temple of Dianna.

a. a Temple dedicated to the worship of the fertility god, Dianna

b. the Temple was a staggering 425 feet long and 220 feet wide

c. it had 120 columns, each 60 feet high

d. this Temple was 4 times the size of the Parthenon in Athens
B. The STATURE Of The Church Of Ephesus.

1. A church personally started by the Apostle Paul, who served the church for 3 years.

a. after Paul left the church, he left his best disciple, Timothy to pastor the church 

b. it is believed that the Apostle John spent his last days there, as he too, pastored the Ephesian church

2. This was the church of Aquila, Priscilla and the great orator Apollos.

3. The love of Paul was abundantly seen as he made an emotional departure from  the Ephesian elders in Acts 20:17-38.

4. This church was so used of God that Roman Emperor Trajan sent an ambassador to Asia Minor to check it out.  The messenger found that Christians had become so numerous that most of the heathen temples had been deserted.

5. John MacArthur – “Perhaps no church in history has had as rich a heritage as the congregation in Ephesus.”

6. The largest of all the churches of Paul; the mega-church of Paul’s day – a model of ministry.
II.  The PRESENCE In The Ephesian Church.

A. The OWNER Of The Ephesian Church.  
Vs. 1a – “These are the words of Him who holds the seven stars in His right hand.”

1. The seven stars represent the seven churches of Asia Minor – Ephesus, being one of those churches.

2. These churches are held in His right hand.

a. notice that the church is HELD
1.  the definition of held is grasped

2.  the Greek word kratein is a strong word


a.  the word suggests not only that Jesus has a hold on the 
 
     church; a “piece” of the church


b.  but that way  the Greek reads is that He has the whole 
 
     object gripped in His hand.  This means that He holds 
 
     the whole church in His hand.  

     William Barclay – “When kratein takes an 
 
     accusative after it, it means that the whole object is 
 
     gripped within the hand.  Here kratein takes the 
 
     accusative and that means that Christ clasps the 
 
     whole of the seven stars in His hand.  That means He 
 
     holds the whole church in His hand.”

b. but notice also that He holds the church in His RIGHT HAND – this hand speaks of:

1.  majesty

2.  omnipotence

3.  complete control

B.  The OBSERVER Of The Ephesian Church.  


Vs. 1b – “And walks among the seven gold lamp stands.”

1. Meaning that not only is Jesus among the church.

2. It is as if He were constantly “walking down the aisles” checking out everything that is being done in His churches.

    a.  looking over their shoulders

    b.  checking out their work

III. The PRAISE Of The Ephesian Church.

      A.  Jesus Praises Their ORTHOPRAXY.  

            Vs. 3a – “I know your deeds, your hard work and perseverance.”

1. The comprehension of their ministry.

a. Paul started the church

b. Jesus “knew” of the church



1.  Greek – oida – to have a complete and full knowledge



2.  to know everything about that church in detail

2. The completeness of their ministry.

  a.   their “deeds”


 
1.  the Greek word ergon

      

         

2.  the business and employment of the church

         


3.  that which occupies their time




4.  Ray Stedman – “These Christians were activists.  They were 
 


     not couch potatoes.  They took their faith seriously and they put 
 


     it to work.  They witnessed; they labored; they ministered to 
 


     human needs.  They helped the downcast and ministered to the 
 


     homeless and outcasts of society.  They were busy people, 
 


     continually working, and our Lord commends them for 
 


     that.”

  b.   their “hard work”

1.  the Greek word kopos


         

2.  the “beating of the breast”


         

3.  working to the point of exhaustion; to toil


         

4.  to put all of your effort into it; physically, mentally and 
 


     emotionally

  c.   their “perseverance”

1.  the Greek word hupomone 



         

2.  it isn’t simply being patient; instead it is working hard 
 



     without complaining



         

3.  William Barclay – “The courageous gallantry which accepts 
 


    
     suffering and hardship and loss and turns it into grace and 
 



     glory.”



         

4.  they had been faithful, hard-working, sacrificial, victorious 
 



     servants of God!

5. they lived, acted and served as if Jesus were going to return

B.   Jesus Praises Their ORTHODOXY.  

Vs. 2b – “I know that you cannot tolerate wicked men and that you tested those who claim to be apostles but are not, and found them false.”

Vs. 6 – “But you have this in your favor: You hate the practices of the Nicolaitans, 
 
which I also hate.”

1.  They dealt with false members.

a. this refers to those who are in the church but who were not really Christians

b. the Ephesian church was diligent in dealing with inactive, inconsistent “attenders”

c. they practiced church discipline

2.   They dealt with false teachers.

a. this refers to those who attempted to infiltrate the church with false doctrines

b. the Ephesian church was theologically sound.  This allowed them to  expose false teachers.

c. “The early church father Ignatius, writing not long after John penned the book of Revelation, also commended the Ephesians for their vigilance: “You heed nobody beyond what he has to say truthfully about Jesus Christ . . . I have heard that some strangers came your way with a wicked teaching.  But you did not let them sow it among you.  You stopped up your ears to prevent admitting what they disseminated.”

3. They dealt with false lifestyles.

a. they dealt with the Nicolatians

1.  a blending of Christian faith and sexuality

2.  basically it was the combination of the Ephesian church and the 
     Ephesian culture

b. the Ephesian Church knew authentic Christian living and held others accountable to that
C.  Jesus Praises Their OBEDIENCE.  

Vs. 3 – “You have persevered and have endured hardships for my name, and have   
not grown weary.”

1.  “You have persevered.”

a. Jesus uses the same word perseverance, hupomone, again.  In verse 2 it is a noun – in verse 3 it is a verb

b. it means to remain strong against outside forces

c. the verb tense is not a past tense but present active indicative  – they CONTINUALLY persevered.  It was not that they persevered but ARE PERSEVERING

2.   “You have endured.”

a.   Jesus again uses the same word endurancem kopaio.  In verse 2 it is a 
     noun,  in verse 3 it is a verb.

b.  the verb tense is a past tense, meaning that hardships happened to them 
      but they keep on going

3.   “You have not grown weary.”

a.   this word means to faint, to be sick

b.   the word not is preceding the words and is emphatic – thus meaning 
      YOU HAVE NOT QUIT!

IV.  The PROBLEM With The Ephesian Church.

A. Jesus ACCUSES The Ephesian Church.  

Vs. 4 – “Yet I hold this against you: You have forsaken your first love.”

1. The word yet is very important.  Jesus intends to make a HUGE COMPARISON 

a. yes, you have been a DEDICATED, DEFENSIVE, DETERMINED, DISCIPLING church.  YET . . . NEVERTHELESS –

b. Jesus is taking all of the faithful ministry of the Ephesian church to heart over the last 60 years . . . BUT . . . there is a problem.

2. What POSSIBLY could Jesus fault such a faithful church for?

a. no scandals – like the Corinthian church

b. no theological confusion like the Galatian church

c. WHAT HAVE THEY DONE SO WRONG?

B. Jesus ATTACKS The Ephesian Church.  

Vs. 4b – “You have forsaken your first love.”

1. You have forsaken.

a. the definition

1.  left, departed

2.  forsaken

3.  left alone, disregarded

4.  neglected

5.  gone to another place

6.  to leave something behind

b. the application

1.  Jesus wants to call the Ephesian church back to the time when 
     they were first saved:


a.  lost in a sinful, pagan, sexual culture.


b.  radically saved by the gospel.


c.  the excitement, the change, the peace, the purpose, the 
 
     meaning to a meaningless life.


d.  the burning desire to tell others of the transforming 
 
     power of Christ.

2.  over a period of years their initial excitement slowly became 
     replaced with the day to day business of ministry


a.  instead of keeping the “glow” and excitement of Jesus 
 
     in their lives – they “settled in” to the work of ministry

b.  quotes:

1.  Leon Morris – “They had yielded to the 
 
     temptation, even present to Christians, to put 
 
     all their emphasis on sound teaching.  In the 
 
     process, they lost love.  Without which all else 
 
     is nothing.”

2.  Pastor David Buffaloe:
a.  “The church was busy doing for Jesus, but 
     in the midst of doing they had forgotten 
     who they were doing it for.”
b.  As tragic as this is, it’s even more tragic 
     that believers often go through a spiritual 
     parallel to Alzheimer’s.    Believers in 
    Christ drift, bit by bit, farther and 
     farther out of fellowship with the 
     Lord.


c.  Do you remember when you were first saved?



1.  HOW RADICAL – WHAT A MESSAGE!



2.  HOW DID I MISS THIS?



3.  I’VE GOT TO TELL THE WORLD!

3.  in my case, what killed my fire was:


a.  going to seminary


b.  going into the ministry itself

2. You have forgotten.

a. Jesus is saying that it is as if you never were saved in the first place

b. that you were “born saved”

c. that you never were:

1.  confused, lost, desperate

2.  in fear of dying

3.  with no purpose in life

4.  addicted to your personal, private sins

5.  living life for self
V.  Jesus’ PROCEDURE In The Ephesian Church.

A. REMEMBER!   

Vs. 5a – “Remember the height from which you have fallen.”

1. The word remember is very interesting.

a. in order to remember something you have to had been there in the first place.  Have you been there?

1.  If I had never gotten married, I couldn’t sit around and 
     reminisce with others who had actually been at that wedding

2.  If I had not been at the overtime game between Florida and 
     Tennessee in 1998, I couldn’t recall the excitement and fun of 
     that long, long night with my daughter Beth who walked off on 
     the field with a piece of turf in her hand

b. in order to remember something, you have to have something to remember – do you remember . . . 

1.  your conversion?

a.  your struggle with the gospel?

b.  your confusion with God dealing with you?

c.  your decision to trust Christ?

d.  those first few days, weeks, and months?

e.  that excitement, joy and purpose?

f.  Ray Stedman – “Remember what it was like when you 
     first came to Jesus.  Remember the joy you had in the 
     Lord.  Remember the closeness you felt to Him and Him  
     to you.  Remember the inner support you leaned upon 
     in times of pressure and trouble.  Remember the ease 
     with which you prayed.  Remember the delight you 
     took in other Christians, in the reading of the Word and 
     in the hearing of it.  Remember how you could hardly 
     bear to miss a service because you were learning so 
     much of the truth about life.  Remember that?”





2.  the cross





a.  what did Jesus do for you?






b.  what did you deserve?





3.  or . . . HAVE YOU “ALWAYS” BEEN THIS WAY?






a.  holy






b.  spiritual 






c.  “perfect”

2. Indicators that you have “lost your first love” (from Ray Stedman):
a. the loss of joy in your spiritual life

1.  everything becomes routine: you think that you have heard it all 
     before

2.  the church service loses its impact

3.  everything seems mechanical

b. the lack of love for others

1.  instead of wanting to help others, we criticize them

2.  we choose our friends and associate only with those we like

c. the loss of  a healthy perspective of ourselves

1.  we become more and more important in our own thinking

2.  instead of thinking what the Lord wants, we think of what we 
     want
B. REPENT.

1. Once we remember what we experienced and felt when we first fell in love with Jesus, THEN WE WILL REMEMBER HOW FAR WE HAVE FALLEN!

a. where is the excitement, the pleasure, the desire to serve Christ?

b. where is that initial zeal to spend time with Christ?

c. WHERE is that desire to help others come to know Christ . . . WHERE?

2. Lord, I have to admit that I have lost that zeal that I had when I first met you.

a. I’m too busy serving You to get to know You

b. it’s meetings, budgets, plans, calendars, retreats, studies, counseling

c. it’s family, budgets, college, yard work, bank accounts, diapers, pressure at work

d. LIFE HAS GOTTEN IN THE WAY!

3. In actuality, Jesus calls us to REPENT of putting other things, persons and ministry itself BEFORE Him.

a. What sin is that?  What sin is it when we put ANYTHING AHEAD OF KNOWING HIM . . . IDOLATRY.

b. if:

1.  you love your family more than Jesus, then that is idolatry
2.  If you love your job more than Jesus, then that is idolatry
3.  If you love your ministry more than Jesus, then that is idolatry

C. REDO.  

Vs. 5 – “Repent and do the things you did at first.”

1. My emotional relationship with my wife.
a. my past with my wife

1.  I will never forget falling love with my wife, Jane


a.  we were in college and both fell head over heels in love


b.  we were always together


c.  phone calls, letters, flowers, dates, meals . . . for 3 ½ 
 
     years


d.  for 3 ½ years, there was only one weekend that we 
 
     didn’t see each other . . . and  I thought that I would die


e.  we were “obnoxiously” in love

2.  I look at my kids:


a.  my daughter, Beth fell in love very quickly



1.  EVERYTHING CHANGED



2.  my “little girl” became someone’s girlfriend and 
 

     eventually his wife


b.  my son, David currently has a girlfriend



1.  they are “in love”



2.  pictures that I have taken of them “looking at 
 

     each other”

b. my problem with my wife

1.  but then we got married, and she went to work and I went to 
     seminary

2.  and then I graduated and started my ministry and she started to 
     have babies

3.  and family and ministry took over our lives

4.  it’s not that I didn’t love her – I just got so busy

5.  it was nothing like it was when we were dating

6.  Pastor Melvin Newland – “Such a situation happened to a 
     preacher friend of mine.  A lady he had never seen before came 
     to his office.  She said, “Preacher, you’ll be shocked by my 
     story.”  He assured her that he wouldn’t be because after 25 
     years of counseling, he had heard almost everything.

So she began, “I hate my husband.  I hate the way he 
     looks.  He has gotten so fat, and doesn’t take care of himself.  
     I hate the way he sounds.  He slurps his food and chews with 
     his mouth open.  I hate the way he brushes his teeth.  He 
     gulps the water in his mouth and swishes it around.  He 
     snores at night and makes all kinds of noises when he blows 
     his nose.  I just don’t love him anymore!”  She went on with 
     a long list of other reasons why she hated her husband.

The preacher was shocked.  He had heard it all before, but 
     never quite as bluntly as she was putting it.  Usually, after any 
     kind of an unhappy tirade, he asks this question, “Has it always 
     been that way?”  Often there is a moment of silence, and he 
     can almost hear the wheels turning as people think back over 
     their lives.  As she thought it over, there came a slight little 
     glimmer in her eyes, and a trace of a smile on her face.  “No,” 
     she said, “It hasn’t always been this way.  He used to be kind 
     and gentle and sensitive.  I can remember our courtship, 
     and how romantic he was.  I remember intimate 
     conversations and soft music and candlelight.  I remember a 
     wonderful wedding and honeymoon.  I remember those 
     early years of struggling together when we were having 
     children and trying to find enough money to pay our bills.  
     There were some good times.  There was a time when we 
     were very much in love.”

It causes us to wonder, doesn’t it?  “What happened?”  
     This couple had been married 20 years.  What happened in 
     20 years to change love to hate, to make someone say, “I 
     hate my husband,” or “I hate my wife?”  Yet that was the 
     situation – love disintegrating, love evaporating and going 
     away.





7.  how many of us relate to Neil Diamond’s song, “You Don’t 
 



     Bring Me Flowers”






You don’t bring me flowers






You don’t sing me love songs






You hardly talk to me anymore






When you come thru the door






At the end of the day.






It used to be so natural






To talk about forever






But used to be’s don’t count anymore






They just lay on the floor






‘Til we sweep them away.





8.  Jay Leno had this article on his “Headlines” segment the other 
 



     day: “Officers were called to a physical altercation between 
 



     a man and a woman.  On the scene, they discovered that the 
 



     male had suffered injuries and arrested Shirley Barela, 46 of 
 



     Pacoima for felony spousal abuse with bail set at $25,000.  Her 
 



     husband, the injured half, posted bail so that the couple 
 



     could resume the celebration of their wedding night.”

c. my present with my wife

1.  and then the kids went off to college until no one was home but 
     us

2.  a few years ago, I planned a surprise for her 50th birthday

a.  for 4 months I planned and worked on a surprise 
 
     birthday present of a trip to Hawaii


b.  Everything was set.  The day came and I took her to the 
 
     airport where she was totally surprised and shocked.


c.  I had a group of people at the airport in Hawaiian outfits 
 
     and playing Hawaiian music

3.  during those 10 days in Hawaii, I “remembered” and “redid”


a.  and I remembered why I married Jane almost 29 years 
 
     before


b.  it was as if we were back in college again

2. Our spiritual relationship with Jesus.

a. has your life, your ministry, your obligations, gotten in the way of your love for Jesus?

b. Officers, please don’t drag into our church a “business model” of ministry.

1.  instead, establish and return to a “love-relationship model” 
     with Jesus

2.  because THAT is what should drive and motivate you as  
     officers in this church

3.  as Keith Edwards said, “They were so busy with church 
     business that they didn’t even miss the one they were 
     working for.”

4.  my visit to Church of the Apostles


a.  the Pastor – not the greatest administrator


b.  it was a church “filled with love”

VI.  Jesus’ PROMISE To The Ephesian Church.

A. A Call To LOVE.

1. Without a doubt, Jesus is prioritizing our philosophy and approach to ministry.

a. it is one of loving Jesus with all of our heart

b. not loving the ministry with all of our heart

2. Honestly, what is your priority?

a. this ministry “for” Jesus

b. the relationship “with” Jesus
c. J.Vernon McGee – “My friend let me put it in a nutshell by asking one question: Do you love Jesus Christ?  I don’t care what your system is, what your denomination is, what your program is, what little set of rules you follow.  They will all come to naught if you don’t love Him.  Although some systems are better than others, almost any system will work if you love Christ.  An intimate relationship with Christ will make all of your relationships and all of your Christian service a joy.”
B. A Call To LOSE.  

Vs. 5b – “If you do not repent, I will come to you and remove your lamp stand.”

1. This text is not just a suggestion, it is a WARNING.

a. We are COMMANDED to repent.

b. We are COMMANDED to place Jesus on the throne of our lives.

c. We are COMMANDED to worship and love Him above all.

2. Wiersbe – “The church that loses its love will soon lose its light, no matter how doctrinally sound it may be.”

3. Today, if you drive to the location of the city of Ephesus and the church of Ephesus:

a. you will find neither

b. there is nothing there but an empty spot where a once thriving church stood

c. and instead of Christians living there, there are Muslims living there

d. I guess they didn’t listen.

Conclusion:

1.  Like the Ephesian church:


a.  we are a doctrinally sound, Biblically based, and ministry-driven church


b.  in a sense, we are a model Biblical church


c.  but . . . just because we ARE that kind of church DOES NOT MEAN that we are a 
 
     church that LOVES JESUS.



1.  because Biblical teaching and service is not how a church will be judged



2.  no . . . a church will ULTIMATELY be judged by its love relationship with 
 

     Jesus – THAT IS WHAT WE MUST BE MOST COMMITTED TO AS WE 
 

     MOVE AHEAD AS A CHURCH.

2.  But, unlike the Ephesian church we must repent:


a.  we must FIRST repent of our idolatry



1.  we have taken over the throne of our lives 



2.  we must allow Him, once again, to be our Lord and Master


b.  repent of forgetting that we, as the church, are His bride



1.  and, as a bride, we are called to constantly be in a relationship with Him



2.  we are to do everything that we can do to build that relationship


c.  we must commit ourselves, as a church, to the most important aspect of this ministry, 
 
     the reason that we exist - to love Jesus with all of our heart, our soul and our mind.


d.  Pastor Ron  Ritchie - “The bride of Christ, the church, is becoming more and more 
 
     involved with activities, programs, meetings, or the latest cause.  As a result of all 
 
     this activity, there appears to be little time left for her to develop a love 
 
     relationship with her husband, Jesus Christ.  From the outside, it appears that the 
 
     church is forsaking her first love for religious activity.”


e.  A couple was driving home on their 25th wedding anniversary after a celebration at a 
 
     fine restaurant.  The wife was sitting over against the door on the passenger side.  Her 
 
     husband was behind the wheel.  And she began to lament: “Oh honey, remember 
 
     when we were so close?  I mean, I remember when we first got married.  We sat 
 
     so close that you could hardly shift the gears.  And look at us now.”  The husband 
 
     responded with a shrug, “Well, I never moved . . .”

1. Discuss your conversion and the emotions you experienced the first several months after your conversion.

2. How long have you been saved?  Compare your current spiritual emotions with the emotions you experienced when you first became a Christian.

3. What would be your “first love,”  “second love,” and “third love”?

4. If so, what factors caused you to “lose” your “first love”?

5. If Jesus is currently not your first love, how can you return to that original spiritual condition?  What can you do to change your current relationship with Jesus?

