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Sermon Notes for February 19, 2006

Understanding Basic Biblical Theology

And Its Impact On Your Life Sermon Series

“What Is Heaven Going to Be Like?”

Revelation 4:1-11

 
The story is told of a time when Albert Einstein was going on a train to an out-of-town engagement. The conductor stopped by to punch his ticket. The great scientist, preoccupied with his work, with great embarrassment, rummaged through his coat pockets and briefcase to no avail. He could not find his ticket.
 
The conductor said, “We all know who you are, Dr. Einstein. I’m sure you bought a ticket. Don’t worry about it. Everything is O.K.”
 
The conductor walked on down the aisle punching other tickets. Before he moved to the next car, he looked back and saw Dr. Einstein down on his hands and knees looking under his seat trying to find his ticket.
 
He came back and gently said,“Dr. Einstein, please don’t worry about it. I know who you are.”
 
Einstein looked up and said, “I too know who I am.   What I don’t know is where I’m going!”

Introduction

A. The WORLD’S DIFFICULTY With Heaven.

1. The world’s view of heaven.

Don Richardson – “The sense that we will live forever somewhere has shaped every civilization in human history.  Australian aborigines pictured Heaven as a distant island beyond the western horizon.  The early Finns thought it was an island in the faraway east.  Mexicans, Peruvians, and Polynesians believed that they went to the sun or the moon after death.  Native Americans believed that in the afterlife their spirits would hunt the spirits of buffalo.  The Gilgamesh epic, an ancient Babylonian legend, refers to a resting place of heroes and hints at a tree of life.  In the pyramids of Egypt, the embalmed bodies had maps placed beside them as guides to the future world.  The Romans believed that the righteous would picnic in the elysian fields while their horses grazed nearby.  Anthropological evidence suggests that every culture has a God-given, innate sense of the eternal – that this world is not all there is.”
2. America’s view of heaven

a. USA Today conducted a poll that showed that Americans are interested in going to heaven.

1.  80% of all Americans believe in heaven
2.  72% of those polled rated their chances of getting to heaven as 
 
     good to excellent

3.  these same people said that only 60% of their friends would 
 
     go to heaven

b. But . . . only some 45% of all Americans go to church.

c. Americans seem to have a very interesting view of what heaven is like and how one gets there.

1.  how many of us have heard others say:

a.  “the man upstairs”

b.  “The good Lord will take care of me.”

c.  “I’m sure that I have done enough to get there.”

2.  how many of us have seen professional athletes:

a.  point up to heaven after a big play

b.  speak of those who have died as “looking down on us 
 
     today”
B. The BIBLE’S DESCRIPTION Of Heaven.

1. THE BIBLE UNDOUBTEDLY TEACHES THAT THERE IS A HEAVEN.

2. Bible texts:

a. the prophet Isaiah is overwhelmed as he enters heaven in Chapter 6
b. the apostle Paul in II Corinthians 12  speaks as one who could not adequately describe what he saw when he was transported to heaven

c. the Apostle John in our text today describes what heaven will be like

3. While most people in this country do believe in a heaven, we want to understand what the Bible teaches about heaven, because THAT IS WHAT IT REALLY IS LIKE.
I.  WHO WAS ON The Throne?

A. The DREAM OF JOHN Of Heaven.

1. Because of his faith, the Apostle John had been banished to a place called the Isle of Patmos in 96 A.D. by Emperor Domitius, a lonely island in the Aegean Sea, only 11 square miles in area.

2. It was on this small island that John received a dream from God that is now called the book of Revelation.

a. in this dream, one of the pictures that God gave him was a vision of heaven

b. we must realize, however, that this was a “dream” given to John

1.  how is a dream to be interpreted?

2.  all I can say is that the “sense” of John’s dream seems to 
     resemble other pictures of heaven throughout the Scriptures

3.   Today, we are going to look at the text and attempt to explain it as “literally” as 
  
possible.

a. we must all recognize that because it is a dream, there are many interpretations that can be given

b. here is what I believe about John’s vision of heaven
B. The DOOR Of Heaven.  
Vs. 1 - After this I looked, and there before me was a door standing open in heaven. And the voice I had first heard speaking to me like a trumpet said, "Come up here, and I will show you what must take place after this."

1. FIRST  John saw, in his dream, about heaven, A DOOR.

a. now, was this a literal door?

b. the vision described a door, as if the door swung open to “reveal” all that was there

c. my experience at Christmas; we all waited until the door was opened

2. SECOND John heard a trumpet.

a. in the Old Testament, a trumpet was used to call attention to big events
b. when Christ returns to this earth, there will be a trumpet to announce His arrival

c. so, not only does the door to heaven open, there is a trumpet declaring that something special is about to happen to John
C. The THRONE Of Heaven.  
Vs. 2 – “At once I was in the Spirit, and there before me was a throne in heaven with 
someone sitting on it.”

1. THE FIRST THING that the Apostle John saw after he entered the door of heaven WAS A THRONE!

a. this is EXACTLY what others in the Scriptures saw when they first saw a vision of heaven

1.  The prophet Isaiah in Isaiah 6:1 – “In the year that King 
     Uzziah died, I saw the Lord seated on a throne, high and 
     exalted, and the train of his robe filled the temple.”

2.  The prophet Ezekiel in Ezekiel 1:26 – “Above the expanse 
     over their heads was what looked like a throne of sapphire, 
     and high above on the throne was a figure like that of a man.”

b. in fact, the book of Revelation is a book about the throne

1.  the word throne is used some 45 times in the book of 
     Revelation

2.  in chapter 4, the word throne is mentioned 13 times
3.  while in the rest of the New Testament, the word throne is 
     mentioned only 15 times
2. DOESN’T IT MAKE SENSE THAT THERE WOULD BE A THRONE IN HEAVEN!

a. a logical picture 
1.  what else would you expect to see – a couch, a rocking chair?

2.  a throne is EXACTLY what you would expect to see the 
     second you walked into heaven

3.  As one has said, “The bottom line of atheism or materialism is 
     that there is no throne, there is no seat of authority or power 
     that the entire universe must answer to.  The bottom line of 
     humanism is that there is a throne, but man sits upon it.”

b. a powerful picture

1.  in fact, the Middle Eastern view of a throne was this:


a.  the more powerful the King, the higher the throne


b.  notice how God’s throne is described in 

     Isaiah 66:1 – “Heaven is my throne and the earth my 
 
     footstool.”



1.  You can’t get higher than heaven itself!  Heaven 
 

     is the very throne of God.



2.  in fact, God’s throne is “so high” that “God puts 
 

     His feet on the earth to rest His feet!”





2.  GOD IS SITTING ON THIS THRONE AS THE RULER OF 
 



     THIS WORLD.






a.  there is nothing “left to chance.”  He is not “hoping that 
 




     things work out.”  HE IS PROUDLY AND 
 




     CONFIDENTLY GOD!






b.  John MacArthur: “The whimsical, mindless, 
 




     purposeless forces of random chance do not, as many 
 




     foolishly believe, govern the universe.  Instead, the 
 




     sovereign, omnipotent Creator of the universe is 
 




     sitting on His throne as its ruler.”

II.  WHAT WAS AROUND The Throne?  

A. The APPEARANCE OF THE STONES.  

Vs. 3a – “And the one who sat there had the appearance of jasper and carnelian.”

1. As soon as John sees the throne of God, he is overwhelmed by the brilliance of two stones.

2. John does not actually “see” the fact of God: instead he is overwhelmed by the “brilliance of the stones.”

3. The stones described:

a. a jasper stone

1.  most commentators believe this to be a brilliant, clear 
     diamond
2.  so . . . the first thing that you realize about God is that He is 
     absolutely dazzling and pure

3.  John was literally overwhelmed with God’s brilliance

b. a carnelian stone

1.  the second stone was more than likely a red ruby
2.  the ruby often represented the justice or even wrath of God

3.   so . . . while the first stone overwhelmed you with the 
      brilliance of God, the second stone told you WHO was on the 
      throne – a just God
B. The APPEARANCE OF THE RAINBOW.  

Vs. 3b – “A rainbow resembling an emerald encircled the throne.”

1. No sooner was John overwhelmed by the purity and justice of God, John then saw a rainbow.

2. The rainbow literally encircled the throne of God.

3. In order to understand the purpose of the rainbow in John’s dream, we have to see where the rainbow was used in Scripture – in the life of Noah.

a. because of the sin of mankind, God destroyed the earth by a flood

b. however, after the flood, God sent Noah a rainbow, signifying that He would never send another disastrous flood

c. thus, the two statements of the rainbow to Noah would be:

1.  first . . . God’s justice and wrath to punish man
2.  second . . . God’s mercy to never send another flood
3.  so . . . in the vision to John, the rainbow meant that God 
     HAD NOT CHANGED!!!


a.  ONE – God IS STILL a God of grace

b.  TWO - HE IS STILL A GOD OF WRATH!


1.  God DID flood the entire earth and He will bring 
 

     judgment on this earth as well



2.  DON’T MISUNDERSTAND GOD’S TRUE 
 

     CHARACTER; BOTH OF JUSTICE AND 
 

     MERCY



     Warren Wiersbe – “Our world does not like to 
 

     think of God as a God of judgment.  They 
 

     prefer to look at the rainbow around the 
 

     throne.  He certainly is a God of grace, but His 
 

     grace reigns through righteousness 
 

     (Rom.5:21).  This was made clear at the cross 
 

     where God manifested both His love for sinners 
 

     and His wrath against sin.”

4. thus, John sees God on the throne who is:

a. just

b. and merciful

c. also realize:

1. in the days of Noah, God’s wrath came and then came the 
     rainbow

2.  in John’s vision, the rainbow comes first, then the judgment of 
     God

3.  in other words, while God IS a God of grace – JUDGMENT IS 
     COMING

C. The APPEARANCE OF THE ELDERS.  
Vs. 4 – “Surrounding the throne were twenty-four other thrones, and seated on them were twenty-four elders. They were dressed in white and had crowns of gold on their heads.”

1. RIGHT AFTER seeing the brilliance of the stones and the rainbow, John saw twenty-four elders each seated on his own throne.

a. some say that these twenty-four are representatives of the twelve tribes of Israel and the twelve apostles

b. here is what I think:

1.  the elders represent us


a.  these are not the twelve tribes or twelve apostles


b.  the elders represent you and me as Christians



1.  Jesus Christ clearly teaches that all Christians 
 

     will one day be seated on THEIR OWN 
 

     THRONE IN HEAVEN!  

     
a.  Matthew 19:28 - Jesus said to them, "I 
 

     tell you the truth, at the renewal of all 
 

     things, when the Son of Man sits on his 
 

     glorious throne, you who have followed 
 

     me will also sit on twelve thrones, 
 

     judging the twelve tribes of Israel.”


b.  Revelation 3:21 – “To him who 
 

     overcomes, I will give the right to sit 
 

     with me on my throne, just as I 
 

     overcame and sat down with my Father 
 

     on his throne.”



2.  EACH OF US WHO KNOW CHRIST WILL 
 

     REIGN WITH HIM IN HEAVEN ON A 
 

     THRONE!

2.  the elders encourage us


a.  they are dressed in white


1.  DESPITE the fact that each and every one of us 
 

     is a sinner, WE WILL BE SEEN AS 
 

     RIGHTEOUS IN HEAVEN!



2.  we will not have to do ANYTHING to merit 
 

     God’s love for us



3.  WE WILL SIT IN THE RIGHTEOUSNESS 
 

     OF JESUS!


4.  “Never again will I have to run to Jesus to 
 

     confess my sins.  Never again will I see the 
 

     gaze that Jesus gave Peter after he denied 
 

     Christ the third time.  I will be holy and  
 

     righteous, forever.”


b.  they are wearing crowns


1.  what the crowns were not



a.  John did not use the Greek word diadem 
 


     – a ruler’s crown




b.  God alone has that “kind” of crown, as 
 


     He alone is King



2.  what the crowns were



a.  the Greek word that John used is 
 


     stephanos



b.  a stephanos was a “victor’s crown,” a 
 


     crown given to the winner of a race in the 
 


     Olympic games




c.  these crowns will be given to those who 
 


     have  “finished the race successfully” – 
 


     we too will have these crowns in heaven 
 


     if we “finish the race”




d.  Paul in the Mamertine prison in Rome 
 


     before his death wrote of this crown 
 


     (stephanos)  

     II Timothy 4:6-8 – “For I am already 
 
     being poured out like a drink offering, 
 
     and the time has come for my 
 
     departure.  I have fought the good fight, 
 
     I have finished the race, I have kept the 
 
     faith.  Now there is in store for me the 
 
     crown of righteousness (stephanos), 
 
     which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will 
 
     award to me on that day--and not only to 
 
     me, but also to all who have longed for 
 
     his appearing.”

2. DON’T MISS THIS WONDERFUL PICTURE OF THE ELDERS.  

Matthew Henry – “Their sitting denotes their honor, rest, and satisfaction; their sitting about the throne signifies their relation to God, their nearness to him, the sight and enjoyment they have of him.  They are clothed in white raiment, the righteousness of the saints, both imputed and inherent; they had on their heads crowns of gold, signifying the honor and authority given them of God, and the glory they have with Him.”

III.  WHAT Came OUT OF The Throne?  

        Vs. 5a – “From the throne came flashes of lightning, rumblings and peals of thunder.”

A. There Was LIGHTNING.

1. The Old Testament’s view of lightning.

a. most often, lightning in the Old Testament represented the wrath and justice of God

b. the classic example was at Mount Sinai with the giving of The 10 Commandments – Exodus 19:16 – “On the morning of the third day there was thunder and lightning, with a thick cloud over the mountain, and a very loud trumpet blast. Everyone in the camp trembled.”

2. God used lightning in the Scripture to tell everyone LISTEN . . . I AM ABOUT TO SAY SOMETHING!
B. There Was THUNDER.

1. It is not enough to have flashes of lightning, there is the rumble of thunder as well.  God is in a sense, “shaking heaven” to make His point.

2. My surround sound - sub-woofer

3. This picture seems to destroy our view of God as “the man upstairs.”  

MacArthur – “John’s vision of God’s throne is not one of peace and comfort.  Its flashing, glorious, spendorous magnificence reveals the terrors of God’s judgment.  Truly, “our God is a consuming fire.”

a. lightning never indicates peace and calmness

b. God is preparing to one day come and judge this world

IV.  WHAT Was BEFORE The Throne?  

        Vs. 5b-6 – “Before the throne, seven lamps were blazing. These are the seven spirits of 
        God.  Also before the throne there was what looked like a sea of glass, clear as crystal.        

A. The SEVEN LAMPS.

1. The dream continues to reveal the judgment of God as seen in the vision of the seven lamps.

a. in the Old Testament, lamps were used to lead the Israelites into battle
b. truly, this God, who is seated on the throne – this God who is majestic and all powerful, IS PREPARING TO GO TO WAR!
2. Be careful to see God “ONLY” as a God of grace.  He is as well, a God of justice.
B. The SEVEN SPIRITS.

1. In the Scriptures, the number seven is the perfect number.

2. The seven spirits represent the Holy Spirit, WHO WILL COMPLETELY fulfill this upcoming judgment.
C. The SEA OF GLASS.

1. In order to understand the sea of glass, we need to realize:

a. that in John’s day, glass was not clear, as our glass is

b. any glass that was made had a “cloudiness” to it

2. This glass in heaven is as “clear as crystal.”

a. you can see right through this glass

b. it is a “sea of glass”

3. The sea of glass represents:

a. the foundation that forms heaven is a “crystal sea”

b. the meaning of a crystal sea is this:

1.  the foundation of heaven is clear and ABSOLUTELY 
     TRUTHFUL

2.  the foundation of heaven is unchanging 
 
a.  unlike a watery sea, that is ever changing


b.  this “sea of glass” is unchanging, not tossing to and fro

c.  EVERYTHING THAT GOD IS AND SAYS IS 
 
     TRUE AND WILL HAPPEN!


d.  don’t wonder if God will keep His Word, especially 
 
     in judgment.  HE WILL.

V.  WHAT Was DIRECTED TO The Throne?

A. The WORSHIP Of The CREATION.
Vs. 6b-8 – “In the center, around the throne, were four living creatures, and they were covered with eyes, in front and in back.  The first living creature was like a lion, the second was like an ox, the third had a face like a man, the fourth was like a flying eagle.
1. The description of the creatures.

a. the lion
1.  the king of all wild beasts
2.  the ruler of the jungle

3.  the strongest of the wild Kingdom

b. the ox
1.  the strongest of all domesticated animals

2.  the animal servant

c. the man
1.  the most intelligent of all of God’s creatures
2.  the wisest of all God’s creatures

d. the eagle
1.  the king of all birds
2.  the swiftest and most beautiful of all birds

2. The duty of  the creatures.

Vs. 8 – “Each of the four living creatures had six wings and was covered with 
 
eyes all around, even under his wings."

a. we see these creatures describes in Isaiah 6:2 -     

    “Above him were seraphs, each with six wings:  with two wings they 
 
     covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two 
 
     they were flying.”

b. here was what they were created to do:

1.  with their wings

a.  with two wings they covered their faces BECAUSE 
 
     even the most exalted crated being cannot look on the 
 
     glory of God and not be consumed


b.  with two wings they covered their feet since they stood 
 
     on holy ground


c.  and with two wings they can constantly fly around the 
 
     throne to worship God

2.  with their eyes:


a.  they were covered with eyes, both front and back


b.  they can see all of God’s creation ALL OF THE TIME.  
 
c.   NEVER WILL THERE BE A TIME THAT THEY DO 
 
     NOT SEE WHAT GOD IS DOING SO THAT THEY 
 
     CAN ADEQUATELY GLORIFY HIM

3. The delight of the creatures.  
 
Vs. 8b – “Day and night they never stop saying: "Holy, holy, holy is the Lord 
 

God Almighty, who was, and is, and is to come." 
a. day and night, these creatures were created to say nothing but Holy, Holy, Holy to God

1.  in Hebrew, when a word is repeated twice, it is extremely 
     important!

2.  in this case, a word is used THREE TIMES!
b. so, you see:

1.  the representatives of all creation live to worship God

2.  they are created in such a way that they “exist to worship” and 
     will not “overlook” anything that God has done

3.  so that all throughout eternity they will say over and over that 
     which is most true of God on the throne – HE IS HOLY, 
     HOLY, HOLY
B. The WORSHIP Of The CREATED.    
Vs. 10-11 – “The twenty-four elders fall down before him who sits on the throne, and worship him who lives for ever and ever. They lay their crowns before the throne and say: "You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things, and by your will they were created and have their being."

1. The final scene in chapter four is of the twenty-four elders falling down prostrate before the throne of God and “casting their crowns” before the throne of God.

a. in the Middle East, it was common for conquered kings to throw their crowns before the kings who conquered them

b. this is more than likely the illustration that John saw

2. This is what we, as believers will have the opportunity to do in heaven.

a. Pastor Keith Linkos – “To cast down your crown is to recognize and declare: Your position and authority is greater than mine.  I am only here because you allowed me to be.”

b. J. Vernon McGee said it well – “Frankly, if we get a crown at all, I think that after we wear it for awhile and the newness wears off, we are going to feel embarrassed.  What in the world are we doing wearing a crown?  The only One worthy up there is the Lord Jesus.  Therefore, we are going to lay our crown at His feet.”
C. The WORDS Of The WORSHIPPERS.

1. They worship WHO HE IS.  

Vs. 8 – “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty, who was, and is, and is to come.”

a. God is ETERNAL

b. He always has been and always will be

2. They worship WHAT HE HAS DONE.  

Vs. 11 - "You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things, and by your will they were created and have their being."

a. they know who created this world

b. they know that all of this just didn’t happen!

c. God Almighty created this world and is worthy of worship

Conclusion:

1. IS there a heaven?

a. yes, there IS a heaven!

b. maybe it’s “not exactly” what you thought

c. from today’s text, you need to realize that heaven is a place where God will be worshipped forever

2. IF heaven is a place where you will worship God forever . . .

a. ARE YOU WORSHIPPING GOD NOW?

b. After all, why would you “want” to go to a place where you will worship forever, when you are not worshipping God now?

c. The only way to begin to worship God is through His Son Jesus 

John 14:6 - Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”

3. What is God like?  Reginald Heber wrote what Alfred Lloyd Tennyson said was the greatest hymn ever written taking his text from Revelation 4.  Let us stand and sing it together as we worship our Holy God.

Holy, holy, holy!  All the saints adore Thee,

Casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea;

Cherubim and seraphim falling down before Thee,

Who wert, and art, and evermore shalt be.

