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Sermon Notes for May 6, 2007

Grace-Based Giving

II Corinthians 8:1-9

Introduction

A. Yes, We ARE Going To Talk About Money Today.

1. If you are a visitor, you may roll your eyes and think . . . “Not again.  Do these preachers ever talk about anything else but money?"

2. For those who may be visiting our church today, we are culminating today our current capital campaign entitled “Expanding His Impact.”
a. today, we will be asking everyone at Christ Covenant to become involved with helping us continue our next building phase

b. and we want everyone to participate!

3. So, yes, we will be talking about money today.

a. it may amaze you that of all the topics in the Bible, money is one of the topics most talked about

1.  500 times love mentioned

2.  500 times faith mentioned

3.  2500 times money mentioned

b. you should not think that talking about money is “unspiritual”
B. It Seems That AMERICANS Need To Know How We Spend Our Money.

1. 16.9 billion dollars are spent on Valentine’s Day.

2. 450 billion dollars are spent on Christmas.

3. 500 billion dollars are spent on vacations.

4. 23.5 billion dollars is spent on candy and gum.

5. 40 billion dollars are spent on our pets and 16 billion dollars are spent on pet food.

6. 250 billion dollars are spent on charitable causes.

a. $1,200.00 – the average amount the typical American gives to non-profits

b. $895.00 – the average amount the typical American gives to the church
C. God Calls ALL CHRISTIANS To Have Giving Hearts.

1. Now, before we get into this text, I want this church to know that you are not the norm.

a. you give to our General Fund to operate this church

b. you give to Faith Promise so that we can support missionaries all over the world

c. you give to the Building Fund so that we can continue to build this ministry here in Knoxville

2. And while many of you are generous in your giving, do we all have a Biblical view of giving?

a. we want to look at a classic text on giving, looking back at several churches who exemplified the Biblical grace of giving

b. so, let’s look closely at these wonderful churches

I.  The MINISTRY Of God’s Grace.

A. The PROBLEM Of The Jerusalem Church.

1. One of the purposes for Paul’s letter to the Corinthians was to encourage the church at Corinth to financially give to the struggling church in Jerusalem.

a. there had been a 10 years famine in Israel

b. Christians were persecuted in Jerusalem

c. jobs were scarce

d. Roman taxes were exorbitant

2. This was why Paul wrote to the church at Corinth to encourage them to set up a weekly fund to raise money.  

I Corinthians 16:1-3 – “Now about the collection for God's people: Do what I 
told the Galatian churches to do.  On the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum of money in keeping with his income, saving it up, so that when I come no collections will have to be made.  Then, when I arrive, I will give letters of introduction to the men you approve and send them with your gift to Jerusalem.”

3. The problem was that the church at Corinth had started giving but had stopped their collection.

a. Paul was charging them to return to giving

b. in a sense, Paul had become a “fund-raiser”
B. The PRAISE For The Macedonian Churches.  
Vs. 2 – “Out of the most severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity.”

1. their condition
a. in order to challenge the Corinthian church, Paul referred to the gracious financial gifts of the churches in Macedonia

1.  show map

2.  these were the churches that Paul planted in Philippi, 
     Thessalonica and Berea

b. now, we MUST note the financial condition of these churches

1.  they were experiencing  - vs. 2 - “the most severe trial”  

     
a.  we don’t know what this trial was


b.  but the Greek work thlipsis meant:



1.  trouble, persecution



2.  a grinding circumstance



3.  unending pressure

2.  they were - vs. 2 – “extremely poor”


a.  the Greek word for poor is bathos from where we get 
 
     the word bathysphere – an underwater submersible, 
 
     which allows divers to descend to depths of 3,000 feet


b.  the Greek word kata is used with the word to show 
 
     emphasis


c.  in other words, THESE PEOPLE IN THE CHURCHES 
 
     IN MACEDONIA WERE “DIRT POOR”



1.  they were as poor as you could get



2.  they were basically “broke”

2. their contribution
a. the limitation of the Macedonian churches 

Vs. 3 – “they gave as much as they were able”

1.  while they did not have much, THEY GAVE SOMETHING!

2.  now, it wasn’t as much as other churches, BUT IT WAS 
     SOMETHING

b. the level of the Macedonian churches  

   Vs. 3 – “and even beyond their ability”

1.  more than likely, if you are flat broke, and you give 
     ANYTHING, it is giving “beyond your ability”

2.  do you know the difference between giving “out of” and giving
     “according to” – look at Luke 21:1-4 - As he looked up, Jesus 
      saw the rich putting their gifts into the temple treasury.  He 
      also saw a poor widow put in two very small copper coins.  "I 
      tell you the truth," he said, "this poor widow has put in more 
      than all the others.  All these people gave their gifts out of their 
      wealth; but she out of her poverty put in all she had to live on."


a.  to give “according to”


1.  the widow gave two small copper coins




a.  two, small




b.  copper coins – not silver or gold




c.  a lepta – this was the smallest type of 
 


     currency – 1/8th of a penny – (so she gave 
 


     ¼th of a penny with both coins)



2.  that gift was consistent to what she could give



3.  she gave “according to” her extreme poverty


b.  to give “out of” 



1.  perhaps the rich man put in ten times what 
 

     one widow put in



2.  but the rich man gave “out of” his enormous 
 

     wealth




a.  he simply reached into his wealth and 
 


     took out a portion




b.  the word wealth here means:





1.  abundance





2.  excess





3.  to abound

3.  the churches in Macedonia gave like the widow and not like the 
     rich man

c. the love of the Macedonian churches

Vs. 4 -  “they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in 
   this service to the saints”

1.  DID YOU GET THIS!  THESE CHURCHES WERE 
     ASKING IF THEY COULD GIVE THEIR MONEY TO 
     THE JERUSALEM CHURCH!


a.  THEY DID NOT HAVE TO BE ASKED TO GIVE


b.  in a sense, the churches in Macedonia were the actual 
 
     fundraisers themselves!


c.  Greek



1.  to exhort



2.  summons



3.  stirring address


d.  THEY WERE ALMOST DEMANDING TO GIVE!

2.  my history of fund raising


a.  my involvement:



1.  The Cross Ministry



2.  RUF



3.  missionaries



4.  raising funds for this church


b.  my surprise



1.  I don’t think that I have EVER had someone call 
 

     me to ask if they could give some money to a 
 

     cause!



2.  AND THESE PEOPLE WERE BROKE AND 
 

     STILL WANTED TO GIVE!
C. The PERSPECTIVE Of The Macedonian Churches.

1. What would CAUSE these poor, destitute churches to be so giving?

2. and . . . what can we LEARN from these churches?
II.  The MOTIVE Of God’s Grace.

A. Motive Number ONE – The PRIORITY Of The Macedonian Churches.

1. Their love for the Lord.  

Vs. 5 – “they gave themselves first to the Lord”

a. DO NOT MISS THIS FIRST STEP IN THE LIVES OF THE MACEDONIAN CHRISTIANS – 

1.  BEFORE they gave anything to others

2.  BEFORE they reached deep into their poverty

3.  THEY FIRST GAVE THEMSELVES TO THE LORD!


a.  their lives were FIRST changed by the power of Christ


b.  they had been radically changed by meeting Jesus Christ 
 
     as their Savior


c.  OTHERWISE THEIR HEARTS WOULD HAVE 
 
     NEVER BEEN SO GENEROUS

b. example of Zacchaeus in Luke 19

1.  Zacchaeus was a wealthy tax collector


a.  he had a “tax franchise” with Rome


b.  he had to collect taxes for Rome, but he could add any 
 
     other tax that he wanted for himself


c.  more than likely, Zacchaeus was a professional thief

2.  upon meeting Jesus, Zacchaeus 

a.  invited Jesus to spend the night at his house


b.  after being touched by Jesus, notice what Zacchaeus 
 
     said to the crowd: 

Luke 19:8 - But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the   Lord, "Look, Lord! Here and now I give half of my possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of anything, I will pay back four times the amount."    

3.  like the Macedonian churches, Zacchaeus had been touched by 
     the hand of Jesus AND THE FIRST PLACE THAT 
     ZACCHAEUS WAS TOUCHED WAS IN HIS WALLET!


a.  Kent Hughes – “Acceptance by God had given the tax 
 
     collector what he had vainly sought in the accumulation 
 
     of wealth – wholeness and satisfaction.  He went in 
 
     mastered by the passion to get; he left mastered by the 
 
     passion to give – something had happened inside that 
 
     house with Jesus.”


b.  Kent Hughes – “There is no way to grow to spiritual 
 
     maturity without committing your finances to the Lord.  
 
     Jesus can have our money and not have our hearts, but 
 
     he cannot have our hearts without our money.”

2.  Their love for the Lord was FOUNDATIONAL.

B. Motive Number TWO – The PROPULSION Of The Macedonian Churches.

Vs. 9 – “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet 
 
for your sakes he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich.”

1. NOTICE WHAT PAUL DID NOT DO TO GET THE CORINTHIANS TO GIVE – HE DID NOT SHAME THEM.

a. Paul did not lay a “guilt trip” on them

b. Paul did not yell at them and tell them that he had the authority to make them give

2. No, he simply talked about the model of Jesus Christ in each of our lives as Christians.

a. LOOK AT WHAT GRACE JESUS SHOWED IN HIS LIFE FOR US!

1.  He left the glory, beauty and holiness of heaven

2.  to be born into this shameful, ungodly world

3.  in which He took the form of a servant

4.  being beaten, humiliated and then crucified FOR OUR SAKES, 
     SO THAT WE WOULD NOT HAVE TO!

5.  and then rising from the dead to ascend to heaven to intercede 
     for us

b. LOOK AT WHAT GRACE JESUS SHOWS IN OUR LIFE FOR US

1.  our spiritual past

a.  there would be no reason why Jesus would choose us for 
 
     Himself



1.  we were not holy, we were not Godly



2.  in fact, we were hostile to God, going our merry 
 

     way, doing what we wanted to do



3.  but He still called us to Himself


b.  Jesus Christ called us unto Himself DESPITE WHO 
 
     WE WERE!

2.  our spiritual present
a.  but His grace did not stop at our conversion

b.  NO, HE CONTINUES TO SHOW US GRACE



1.  for despite the fact that we are His children, WE 
 

     STILL SIN . . .



2.  AND HE STILL LOVES US CARES FOR US



3.  BECAUSE WE ARE HIS SONS AND 
 

     DAUGHTERS




a.  He is LEGALLY bound to take care of us




b.  He is EMOTIONALLY bound to love us

3.  our spiritual future
a.  and, to top it all off, HE WILL TAKE US TO HEAVEN 
     FOREVER!

b.  AND WE WILL NOT GO TO HELL – NOT 
     BECAUSE OF ANYTHING THAT WE HAVE DONE 
     OR HAVEN’T DONE!

c.  THAT IS THE GRACE OF GOD! 

d. THE MISER OF MARSEILLES by Abingdon 
     Cokesbury Press, 1944
 
There is a legend about how, years ago, there was 
     an old man who used to walk the streets of that seaport 
     town whom they called "The Miser of Marseilles." He 
     was an object of derision throughout the whole city and 
     even throughout the south of France, for everybody 
     seemed to know him. 
 
Apparently he loved nothing and had no other 
     object than to hoard every bit of money he got hold 
     of; for what purpose, none knew. 
 
He was hated whenever he appeared on the streets. 
     When he died, he was so despised that only a single 
     person attended his funeral. Then his will was read, and 
     these were its strange terms:
 
“From my infancy I noticed that the poor people 
     of Marseilles had great difficulty in getting water. I 
     noticed that water, the gift of God, was very dear 
     and difficult to obtain. And when they could get that 
     water, it was not as pure and clean as God intended 
     it to be. Therefore, I vowed before God that I would 
     live but for one purpose, for one end. I would save 
     money, money, money; that I might give it to the city 
     on one condition: that an aqueduct be built to bring 
     fresh, pure water from yonder lake in the hills to 
     Marseilles. That I now make possible by leaving all 
     my hoarded wealth to this city. This is my last will 
     and testament”.
 
Travelers in Marseilles today hear the poor people 
     say as they drink the pure, sweet water from the lake in 
     the hills, "Ah, when the miser died, we misunderstood 
     him, but he did it all for us! We called him the miser of 
     Marseilles, but he was more than that; he was the 
     savior of Marseilles."

III.  The MINDSET Of God’s Grace.

A. Excel In Your SPIRITUAL LIFE.  
Vs. 7 – “But just as you can excel in everything – in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in your love for us.”

1. The Apostle Paul is encouraging the church in Corinth to “abound,” succeed: work at . . . 

a. to increase

b. to be great

c. to overflow

d. to be preeminent

2. To succeed in these areas:

a. “your faith”

b. “your speech”

c. “your knowledge of God’s Word”

d. “giving love to others”
3. This is what most Christians focus on.

a. as if this was the main focus of the Christian – to be a Godly Christian

b. to be spiritual . . .
B. Excel In Your FINANCIAL LIFE.  

Vs. 7b – “See that you also excel in this grace of giving.”

1. But . . . Paul is not only calling the church in Corinth to be growing in their spiritual maturity.

2. Paul also is calling the Corinthian church to be growing in their financial maturity – “to excel in it.”

Conclusion:

1. Like Paul, I do not want to lay a guilt trip on you to participate in our capital campaign.

                  a.   that would be wrong

      b.   plus, it is counter productive

2. But, like Paul, I want to simply remind you of the grace of Jesus Christ in your life.

a. how can you be so blessed and graced by the ministry of Jesus Christ in your life

b. and not want to be equally gracious to others?

c. how could you say that you truly understand the grace of Jesus Christ and keep things to yourself?

3. Michael, a nine-year-old boy, lived in a rural area of Tennessee. Tim, the bus pastor of a local church, knocked on Mike’s door one Saturday afternoon. Mike answered the door and when asked if his parents were home, the small boy informed Tim that his parents were away for the weekend and had left him at home to take care of his little brother. The bus pastor was so shocked by the answer that he asked Tim to repeat it. "Mom and Dad go off some weekends," Mike replied, "and they leave me here to take care of the house and my little brother, but I don’t think they’d mind if you wanted to come in." 
 
Tim walked into the living room and sat down on an old couch between exposed springs and bits of foam rubber. 
 
"Mike," Tim began, "Where do you go to church?" 
 
"Church," Mike responded, "I’ve never…I’ve never been to church anywhere."
 
Tim, still reeling from shock asked, "Our church is only three miles from your house. Are you sure you’ve never been there for a visit? Not even once?"
 
"I sure haven’t", came Mike’s answer.
 
"Well," Tim asked, "more important than going to church, have you every heard the story about Jesus and how he died for our sins?"
 
"No, sir, I sure haven’t" said Mike.
 
Tim spent an hour or so telling Mike the gospel story. The Spirit of God tenderized and touched Mike’s young heart. "I’d like to know this Jesus," Mike requested. The boy and the bus pastor got on their knees, Mike asked God to forgive him and invited Jesus into his heart. Both the boy and the bus pastor were crying when they got up. 
 
Tim was drying his eyes as he asked, "Mike, would you like to attend church with me tomorrow?" 
 
"You bet," replied the nine-year-old.
 
Mike and his little brother were waiting on the porch when the bus pastor stopped in front of his house. They got on the bus and three miles and thirty-minutes later they were standing in church for the very first time. 
 
Mike was amazed at the music, but didn’t know what to expect next. When the pastor told everyone they were going to be given an opportunity to give their offering to Jesus, Mike was embarrassed. These people were going to give money to Jesus and he didn’t have any. As he frantically searched his pockets, first the front one and then the back ones, the offering plate was being passed down the pew where he was sitting. When it got to where he was, he just grabbed it and held on. When he let go, he watched with tearful eyes as it moved to the end of the pew and into the hands of the tall usher. His eyes were glued on the plate as it passed back and forth, back and forth all the way to the rear of the sanctuary. 
 
If you had been watching, you would have known the moment the idea hit him. This little brokenhearted nine-year-old boy, in front of God and everyone in attendance got up out of his seat. He walked to the back of the church, grabbed the usher by the coat and asked to hold the plate one more time. Some who had been watching him thought, surely, he’s trying to steal money from the offering plate. To their surprise, Mike did the most astonishing thing. He took the plate, placed it on the carpeted church floor, lifted his head up and whispered, "Jesus, I don’t have anything to give you today, except for me. I give you me!" and with that he stepped into the money filled offering plate.
a. those touched by the grace and gift of Jesus should have a heart of grace as well

b. you know, your gift to this building campaign will indeed help us minister more effectively to our growing flock
c. but you need to see a bigger vision and picture than that.  We will be giving to a ministry that will keep on giving for generations to come – so come be a part of “giving back” – with us
1. In your opinion – what does the Bible refer to most – faith, love or money?

2. Are you bothered when preachers preach on money?  If so, why?  If not, why not?

3. Paul describes how the Macedonian churches gave to the needs of the church in Jerusalem -   Vs. 2 – “out of the most severe trial” and “out of their extreme poverty.”  What does this teach us about giving?

4. What “caused” the Macedonian churches to be so giving?  (See Vs. 5 and 9)

5. What does it reveal when a person “resents” being asked to financially give to spiritual causes?

6. How should the grace of Jesus Christ cause us to be more giving?

7. In verse 7, Paul says to “excel” in our faith, but he also calls us to “excel” in our giving.  How does one excel in his giving?

