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Sermon Notes for December 2, 2007

Who Is God?

Sermon Series

The Glory of God – Part 1

“The Beauty of Heaven”

Rev. 21:15-27

An elderly couple died in an accident and found themselves standing before the Pearly Gates of Heaven. St Peter was there to welcome them and took them inside.  First Peter showed them their new, heavenly mansion. The man, awed by the sheer luxury of it all asked, "How much does this place cost per night?" St Peter replied, "Sir, this is Heaven, it doesn’t cost anything."  Then Peter took them to the dining room where table upon table was piled high with the most superb, delicious foods you could imagine. Again overwhelmed by the lavishness of it all the man asked, "How much for the meals?" St Peter said, "You forget, this is Heaven; it’s free." St Peter then took them out back where they saw the very finest professional golf course. As the man stood there open-mouthed St Peter said, "Now before you ask, there are no greens fees; this is Heaven; everything is free."  The man turned to his wife and said, "If it hadn’t been for your bran muffins, we could’ve gotten here ten years ago!”
Introduction

A. We Continue Our Sermon Series On “WHO IS GOD?”

1. My goal for this sermon series is to look more closely at God’s Word so that we can get a “balanced view” of who God is.

a. for many, God is a God only of love, mercy and grace

b. and while that is certainly true, the God of the Bible is also a God of power, dominion and even wrath

2. Despite the fact that we are uncomfortable with all of the aspects of God’s character, we MUST see God as the Bible sees Him.
B. We Look Today At The GLORY OF GOD.

1. Whatever you may say about God, He is indeed a God of glory.

2. For God’s glory is seen throughout the entire Bible.

3. However, for our study today, we are going to look at the very place where God’s glory will be fully seen – in Heaven.

a. today, we are going to be looking at that particular place, above all places, that God’s glory will be revealed

b. and it is my opinion that God INTENTIONALLY made heaven in such a way that His glory is fully revealed

c. we will see this in the 21st chapter of the book of Revelation

1.  Revelation is a book that was given to the Apostle John while 
     he was in exile on the Isle of Patmos (sent by Emperor 
     Domitian)

2.  there God revealed to John a “glimpse of heaven”


a.  in a vision, God revealed heaven itself to John


b.  as if God took John to the “city of heaven” – a literal, 
 
     physical place


c.  so, come with John and be amazed at what heaven is 
 
     like; where the God of glory lives

I.  The Overall SIZE Of The City.

A. The MEASUREMENT Of The City.  
Vs. 15 – “The angel who talked with me had a measuring rod of gold to measure the city, its gates and its walls.”

1. In John’s dream, he referred to an angel that takes him to heaven.

2. Here, the angel wanted John to get a “literal” sense of how big and overwhelming heaven actually was.

3. So, the angel took a “measuring rod” to actually measure the city, its gates and its wall.

a. now, is this view to be taken literally?

b. look closely at verse 17 - “He measured its wall and it was 144 cubits thick, by man's  measurement, which the angel was using.”

4. Yes, the Apostle John was going to get a “personal, guided” tour of heaven by an angel of God.
B. The MASS Of The City.
1. The size of the city.  

Vs. 16 – “The city was laid out like a square, as long as it was wide. He measured the city with the rod and found it to be 12,000 stadia in length, and as wide and high as it is long.”

a. John used the number of 12,000 stadia, a measurement used in his day 

1.  one stadia would be equal to 607 feet
2.  thus, 12,000 stadia would b roughly 1,380 miles 

b. but notice then that heaven would be 12,000 stadia long, high and wide
1.  as if heaven is a huge cube

2.  so, heaven would thus be 1,380 miles long, 1,380 miles high 
 
     and 1,380 miles wide
3.  illustrations:


a.  1,380 miles squared would roughly be from the tip of 
 
     Maine to the tip of Florida, over to Colorado






b.  1,380 miles high: normal passenger airplanes fly 
 




     at around 30,000 feet with 5,280 feet in a mile, so most 
 




     planes fly at 5.7 miles in the air.  Heaven is 1,380 miles 
 




     high.

c.  1,380 miles wide - obviously, heaven is “big enough” 
 
     to handle all who would go there - if 2 billion people 
 
     lived in heaven, each person would have 27,000 square 
 
     feet to themselves

2. The size of the wall.  

Vs. 17 – “He measured its wall and it was 144 cubits thick, by man's  measurement, which the angel was using.”

a. the wall was measured at 144 cubits thick (Bill Cosby . . .“What’s a cubit?”)

b.  a cubit measured from 18 to 21 inches wide
1.  thus, the wall’s thickness would be approximately 240 feet (at 
     20 inches) 

2.  one has said that, using this measurement, you could place 
     some 24 cars lengthwise to show how wide the walls of heaven 
     were

c.  when cities were built, walls were built for protection

1.  the walls of heaven were built this wide to “demonstrate” the 
     absolute safety of being in heaven

2.  as well, once the person was inside the city walls, there was not 
     only a sense of security, but as well was there a sense of 
     intimacy, for you would be “within” the impenetrable walls of 
     heaven 
II.  The External STRUCTURE Of The City.

A. The WALLS Of The City.  
Vs. 18 – “The wall was made of jasper, and the city of pure gold, as pure as glass.”

1. As John came closer to the city of heaven, he noticed the composition of the city walls.

a.  the walls were made of jasper – Vs. 11 – “It shone with the glory of God, and its brilliance was like that of a very precious jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal.”

b. and the city was made of “pure gold,” “as pure as glass”

1.  this is a type of gold of which we are not familiar

2.  it is a gold that is “clear”

2. As John came close to the city of heaven, he must have been absolutely over- whelmed at what the city was made of:

a. the city wall was one big stone of jasper, clear and sparkling

b. and THE ENTIRE CITY WAS MADE OF GOLD; a gold that was clear!  
c. God wanted to make a statement of this place called heaven, because all of heaven shined and sparkled!
B. The FOUNDATION Of The City.  

Vs. 19-20 – “The foundations of the city walls were decorated with every kind of precious stone. The first foundation was jasper, the second sapphire, the third chalcedony, the fourth emerald, the fifth sardonyx, the sixth carnelian, the seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, and the twelfth amethyst.”

1. Notice what John describes next; the “foundations of the city.”

a. in other words, these would be the foundation upon which the city was built

b. in most cases, you do not even “see” the foundation that your house is built upon

2. In this case, the angel described the foundation that is made up of 12 precious stones – IMAGINE WHAT THIS MUST HAVE LOOKED LIKE!

a. jasper – a clear greenish crystal

b. sapphire – a blue stone

c. chalcedony – a greenish-blue stone

d. emerald – a deep, green stone

e. sardonyx – a stone that is white with brown stripes

f. carnelian – blood red

g. chrysolite – a yellow, transparent quartz

h. beryl – a green stone

i. topaz – a yellow, green stone

j. chrysoprase – an apple green stone

k. jacinth – a violet colored stone

l. amethyst – a rich purple stone

3. WHAT WAS GOD SAYING by making the “foundation” out of 12 precious jewels?

a. first of all, God made heaven to be beautiful

1.  you cannot look at creation and not see that God loves to 
 
     express Himself with beauty

2.  as one has said:  

     “God loves beauty or He wouldn’t have put so much of it in 
      this world. Who painted the butterfly’s wing with all those 
      gorgeous hues? Who thought up sunrises and sunsets? Who 
      put the blue in the bluebird? Who taught the raindrop to 
      take a ray of light from the sun and pencil it on the sky in 
      one huge arch of bewildering elegance? Who made maple 
      trees that look like they are on fire in the Fall?"

b. but, I believe that God was also saying how varied and overwhelming He is as God

1.  God is both beautiful and glorious

2.  He is both varied and incomprehensible


3.  and everything that has anything to do with God is beautiful
C. The GATES Of The City.  

Vs. 21a – “The twelve gates were twelve pearls, each gate made of a single pearl”

1. DID YOU GET THAT!  There were 12 gates and each gate was made of a single pearl.
2. If the gates were as high as the walls, then you can imagine just how big each of the pearls must have been; 1,380 miles high!

3. WHAT WAS GOD SAYING by making each of the twelve gates, a huge single pearl?

a. first of all, He once again, wanted to make the entrance something of beauty
1.  doors make a statement as you enter a house (crystal doors)

2.  how impressive that each of the 12 gates were of pearl!

b. but second, I believe that God was also making ANOTHER STATEMENT by using the pearl as the gates:

1.  after all, what “makes” a pearl?– a pearl is created when an 
     oyster gets a grain of sand within its shell and due to the 
     agitation, produces a pearl


a.  would God be saying something about the creation of a 
 
     pearl?


b.  what may have “agitated God” that later produced a 
 
     pearl?

2.  John Philips – “How appropriate!  All other precious gems 
     are metals or stones, but a pearl is a gem formed within the 
     oyster – the only one formed by living flesh.  The humble 
     oyster receives an irritation or a wound, and around the 
     offending article that has penetrated and hurt it, the oyster 
     builds a pearl.  The pearl, we might say, is the answer of the 
     oyster to that which injured it.  The glory land is God’s answer, 
     in Christ, to wicked men who crucified heaven’s beloved and 
     put Him to open shame.  How like God it is to make the gates 
     of the new Jerusalem of pearl.  The saints as they come and go 
     will be forever reminded, as they pass the gates of glory, 
     that access to God’s home is only because of Calvary.  Think 
     of the size of those gates!  Think of the supernatural pearls from 
     which they are made!  What gigantic suffering is symbolized by 
     those gates of pearl!  Throughout the endless ages we shall be 
     reminded by those pearly gates of the immensity of the 
     sufferings of Christ.  Those pearls, hung eternally at the access 
     routes to glory, will remind us forever of One who hung 
     upon a tree and whose answer to those who injured Him 
     was to invite them to share His home.”

III.  The Internal SPLENDOR Of The City.  

A. WHAT JOHN SAW.  

Vs. 21b – “the street of the city was pure gold, like transparent glass.”

1. As the Apostle John entered this glorious city, he immediately began to walk on streets of gold.

2. John must have been overwhelmed that the streets in heaven were made of gold!

a. in John’s day, the most precious of all metals

b. that which made a man wealthy!

3. Perhaps God was saying that everything in His Kingdom was absolutely the best

a. or, you could consider that what the world “thinks” is valuable is used as “asphalt” in the Kingdom of heaven

b. whatever God is saying, heaven is so glorious, that its streets are made out of gold!

c. The story is told about a miner who struck gold and carried his bag of nuggets with him everywhere.  One day he died and went to heaven, still carrying his precious nuggets.  When he arrived, an angel asked him why he was carrying asphalt.  “This isn’t asphalt,” he explained, “it’s gold.”  To which the angel replied, “On earth it’s called gold, but here in heaven we use it to pave our streets.”
B. WHAT JOHN DID NOT SEE.

1. While John was absolutely overwhelmed at what HE HAD SEEN:

a. the massive size of the city

b. the huge walls and gates

c. the streets and city of gold
2. NOTICE WHAT JOHN DID NOT SEE.

a. John did not see a Temple  
Vs. 22 – “I did not see a Temple in the city, because the Lord God  Almighty and the Lamb are its temple.”

1.  in the Old Testament, God required that man would worship 
     Him in a Temple


a.  with very strict requirements of how to worship


b.  restricting those who were not Priests from entering the 
 
     Holy Place and especially the Holy of Holies

2.  in the New Testament, believers “became” the Temple of 
     the Holy Spirit


a.  despite the fact that God no longer required a Temple to 
 
     worship in


b.  there was still a “physical” place for God to dwell

3.  in heaven, there was no Temple to be seen anywhere


a.  because those in heaven will not need to go to a certain 
 
     “place” to worship God - FOR HEAVEN ITSELF 
 
     WILL BE THAT PLACE OF WORSHP!


b.  We will not “need” to go anywhere to “get away” from 
 
     the world to worship.  We will not “need” to go to 
 
     church to be reminded of being holy.  We will not 
 
     “need” to be told of the “need” of the gospel or the 
 
     power of the cross.  We will not “need” to be sanctified, 
 
     for we will be so totally sanctified!


c.  John McArthur – “There will be no need for anyone to 
 
     go anywhere to worship God.  Life will be worship and 
 
     worship will be life.  Believers will be constantly in 
 
     His presence; there will never be a moment when 
 
     they are not in perfect, holy communion with the 
 
     Lord God Almighty and the Lamb.”

d.  R.C.H. Lenski –“God and the Lamb are not a sanctuary 
 
     in the center of the city, to which those in the city must 
 
     go in order to commune with them.  The whole city is a 
 
     sanctuary, the whole city filled with the glorious 
 
     Presence.”

b. John did not see the sun or the moon 
Vs. 23 – “The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and the Lamb is its lamp.”

1.  John, like the rest of the world, had been dependent on the sun 
     for light at day and the moon for light at night

2.  don’t think of the 21st century and our use of electricity


a.  those who lived in John’s day were dependent on the 
 
     luminaries to see by day or by night


b.  oh, how different will heaven be!

3.  NOTICE WHAT WILL ILLUMINE the heavenly city


a.  the glory of God


1.  WE MUST REALIZE THAT GOD’S 
 

     GLORY  IS SOMETHING THAT WE WILL 
 

     ACTUALLY BE ABLE TO SEE!




a.  do you remember when Moses asked to 
 


     “see God’s glory” in Exodus 33:18-20 - 
 


     Then Moses said, "Now show me your 
 


     glory."  And the LORD said, "I will 
 


     cause all my goodness to pass in front of 
 


     you, and I will proclaim my name, the 
 


     LORD, in your presence. I will have 
 


     mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I 
 


     will have compassion on whom I will 
 


     have compassion.  But," he said, "you 
 


     cannot see my face, for no one may see 
 


     me and live."




b.  it is my belief that God’s glory was 
 


     “seen” when He created the world: 
 


     Genesis 1:3 - And God said, "Let there 
 


     be light," and there was light.”




1.  this “light” was expressed before 
 



     the creation of the sun and the 
 



     moon





2.  perhaps it was the revelation of 
 



     God’s glory



2.  when we get to heaven, we will be overwhelmed 
 

     at the actual physical and visual manifestation of 
 

     God’s glory


b.  the lamp of the Lamb



1.  as well, will we see the physical manifestation of 
 

     the glory of Jesus Christ



2.  this should not surprise us that we will see the 
 

     glory of Jesus as Jesus’ disciples “saw” Jesus’ 
 

     glory on the Mount of Transfiguration in 
 

     Matthew 17:1-3 – “After six days Jesus took 
 

     with him Peter, James and John the brother of 
 

     James, and led them up a high mountain by 
 

     themselves.  There He was transfigured before 
 

     them. His face shone like the sun, and His 
 
  
     clothes became as white as the light. Just then 
 

     there appeared before them Moses and Elijah, 
 

     talking with Jesus.”



3.  Jesus HIMSELF KNEW that He was the Light 
 

     of the world and that He deserved glory




a.  John 8:12 - When Jesus spoke again to 
 


     the people, he said, "I am the light of 
 


     the world. Whoever follows me will 
 


     never walk in darkness, but will have the 
 


     light of life."




b.  John 17:5 – “And now, Father, glorify 
 


     me in your presence with the glory I 
 


     had with you before the world began.”
IV.  The Varied SAVED Of The City.

A. The RECEPTION Of All Nations.  
Vs. 24-26 – “The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their splendor into it.  On no day will its gates ever be shut, for there will be no night there.  The glory and honor of the nations will be brought into it.”

1. The final thing that the Apostle John saw was who was actually “in” the heavenly city.

a. for the city of heaven did not merely exist to be a beautiful place for its own beauty

b. NO, GOD MADE THIS CITY FOR ITS INHABITANTS!

2. And who were the inhabitants?

a. the word nations in verse 24 is the Greek word equos
b. the word refers to all the nations, not just those nations that were Jewish

1.  in other words, all over heaven, John saw people from all of the 
     nations, from “every nation, tribe, people and language”

2.  thus, there were all kinds of people there, even those who had 
     not grown up as Jews, obeying God’s laws

3.  in other words, John saw Gentiles, non-Jews; in essence, John 
     saw “us”

B. The REVERENCE Of The Kings. 
Vs. 24b – “and the kings of the earth will bring their spendor into it.”

1. But John finally saw kings; kings from all over the earth, who “brought their splendor,” and placed it at the throne of the Lamb.

2. So that after these kings, these potentates, had laid down their crowns, they were “merely” like other men in heaven.

3. Thus, there was no one left who had a title; no one who was more important than another; just the redeemed, left to worship God in heaven.
4. Everyone in heaven were simply believers; there for one purpose; to worship and glorify God
a. not just Presbyterians

b. not just Baptists
c. not kings or slaves or Presidents
d. just worshippers
C. The REJECTION Of The Unsaved.  

Vs. 27 – “Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor will anyone who does what is shameful or deceitful, but only those whose names are written in the Lamb's book of life.”

1. DO NOT MISS THE LAST VERSE IN OUR TEST – VS. 27.

2. DESPITE THE FACT THAT HEAVEN IS AN ABSOLUTELY GLORIOUS PLACE, NOT ALL MEN WILL BE IN HEAVEN – THERE IS NO SUCH BIBLICAL TEACHING AS UNIVERSALISM!

3. Those who have never trusted in Christ; those who have never made Christ their Savior; those who have never repented of their sins, will not be in heaven; only the redeemed.

a. WHY – because heaven is a place for God’s glory

b. and unsaved sinners cannot glorify God

Conclusion:

1. So . . . what is God saying to John allowing John to catch a glimpse of heaven?

      

a.  by showing John the absolutely, overwhelming size of the city?




1.  John had to be overcome as he saw a city 1,380 miles high, 1,380 
 


     miles wide and 1,380 miles long




2.  and then the walls, some 240 feet thick, with giant pearls as gates!



b.  by revealing to him the absolute splendor of the city

1.  and then as John approached the city, he saw the huge, transparent 
 
     walls of heaven
2.  then, entering the city, he not only saw the streets of gold, but the entire 
 
     city of gold; a gold that was also transparent

3.  so, everything was clear and transparent with the overwhelming light 
 
     from God and the Son shining through IT ALL!

2. It is very obvious what God is saying to the Apostle John.

a.  Heaven is a place of God’s purity
1.  the walls were transparent

2.  the city and the streets were transparent

3.  there is nothing hidden; nothing dark

b.  Heaven is a place of God’s glory

1.  where the light of God’s glory shined through EVERYTHING!


2.  for as soon as you entered Heaven, you could not help but “see and 
 
     experience His glory”

3. Now let me ask you, will you be going to that place of glory?

a.  if you have trusted in the finished work of Jesus Christ, you have a lot to look 
     forward to, I assure you

b.  however, if you never have trusted Christ, heaven is a place you will never 
     ever see

1. Do you often think of heaven?  What thoughts do you have?  What do you “think” heaven will be like?

2. Discuss the “size” of heaven; 1,380 miles square; walls 240 feet thick; what do you think of these dimensions?

3. The city walls of heaven are jasper; a clear crystal and the city streets are gold as well as the city itself.  What statement is God making here by the composition of heaven?

4. Why will those in heaven not need a specific place to worship?

5. How will God “light” heaven when there is no sun or moon?

6. Verse 24 says – “The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their splendor into it.”  What does this tell us about “who” will be in heaven?  Also, what does it tell us about our “credentials” when we get to heaven?

