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Sermon Notes for December 9, 2007

Who Is God?

Sermon Series

The Glory of God – Part II

“The Blessings Of Heaven”

Revelation 22:1-6

A couple from north Oklahoma decided to go to Florida for a long weekend to thaw out during one particularly icy winter. Because they both had jobs, they had difficulty coordinating their travel schedules. It was decided that the husband would fly to Florida on Thursday, and his wife would follow the next day. Upon arriving as planned, the husband checked into the motel. He decided to open his laptop and send his wife an e-mail back home. However, he accidentally left off one letter in her address, and sent the e-mail without realizing the error. In Houston, a widow had just returned from her husband’s funeral. He was a Pastor of many years who had been called home to glory. The widow checked her e-mail, expecting messages from relatives and friends. Upon reading the first message, she fainted and fell to the floor. The widow’s son rushed into the room, found his mother on the floor, and saw the computer screen which read:
TO: 

My loving wife
FROM: 
Your departed husband
SUBJECT: 
I’ve arrived!
MESSAGE: 
I’ve just arrived and have been checked in. I see that everything has been 
 

prepared for your arrival tomorrow. I am looking forward to seeing you then! 
 

Hope your journey is as uneventful as mine was.
P.S. Sure is hot down here. 

Introduction

A. We Conclude Today Our Sermon Series On “WHO IS GOD?”

1. I have attempted during these last several weeks to give us a more “balanced” view of who God is.

a. while no one on this side of heaven can actually give an adequate view of God, we can certainly look at what God’s Word tells us about Him

b. so, we have learned over the last several weeks that God  is:

1.  forgiving

2.  sovereign

3.  loving

4.  holy

5.  incomprehensible

6.  wrathful

7.  just

8.  gracious

2. So, hopefully we all have a much more balanced view of God.
B. We Will Deal Today With A Final Attribute Of God, HIS GLORY.

1. Whatever you believe about God, He is indeed a God of Glory.

2. EVERYTHING, both in heaven and earth, testify about His glory.  However, as I have attempted to speak of God’s glory, I could think of no better place to speak of His glory than heaven.

3. Last week, we saw that an angel took John to the Holy City of heaven and showed the “physical” blessings of heaven.

1.  the city of heaven

2.  its size and its beauty

4. Today, we will look as the angel continues that journey to reveal to John the “spiritual” blessings of heaven

a. what blessings can we as believers look forward to in heaven

b. they are many and they are absolutely wonderful

I.  The SUSTENANCE Of The Believer.

A. The Blessings Of The RIVER OF LIFE.  
Vs. 1 – “Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb.”

1. The presentation of water in heaven.

a. the angel led John to a river in heaven

b. a river that flowed from the Throne of God

2. The purpose of water in the Bible.

a. before we speak of the meaning of the “river of the water of life” in heaven, we must look at the importance of water in the Bible

1.  water was the main form of nourishment for people during the 
     Bible age

2.  while wine was certainly used, it would be considered a luxury 
     to most people

3.  so, water would be THE MAIN liquid that people drank to 
     survive

4.  so, the “least” that this water illustrates is that it is something 
     that will sustain the believer in heaven

b. however, we must look at what Jesus said about water 

1.  at the Feast 
     John 7:37-39a – “On the last and greatest day of the Feast, 
     Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, "If anyone is thirsty, let 
     him come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as the 
     Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from 
     within him."  By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who 
     believed in him were later to receive.”

3. The purpose of water in heaven.

a. the first lesson that we learn from this river of the water of life was that it was coming “from the Throne of God and of the Lamb”

1.  since there is no sea in heaven, there is no hydrologic cycle in 
     heaven to “produce” rain and water

2.  the “water” that is coming from the Throne of God is being 
     “produced” by God Himself

3.  so, we see that God is the “creator” of this river that flows and 
     continues to flow from His Throne

4.  this CLEARLY says that the river of the water of life will be 
     continuous and that it will never stop flowing

b. the second lesson is that the Holy Spirit is referred to as the One who, like water, fills and will quench our thirst as believers

1.  it is my belief that we see the Trinity here in verse 1.  The text 
     says that the water flows from the Throne of God and of the 
     Lamb, with the Holy Spirit being the water

2.  THE LESSON here is that the filling of the power by the Holy 
     Spirit will be constantly flowing into the lives of the saints in 
     heaven

3.  NEVER WILL THE BELIEVER NOT BE FILLED WITH 
     THE HOLY SPIRIT IN HEAVEN!


a.  each and every day in eternity, the believer will be filled 
 
     to overflowing with the power of the Holy Spirit


b.  NEVER will the believer have a day that he or she is 
 
     empty in their Spirit – the Holy Spirit will fill that void!

4.  look at the prophecy of heaven in Psalm 46:4 – “There is a 
     river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy 
     place where the Most High dwells.”
B. The Blessings Of The TREE OF LIFE.  

Vs. 2b– “On each side of the river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month. And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations.”

1. The presentation of the Tree of Life.

a. the next thing that the angel showed John was the Tree of Life

b. on each side of the river; as if there were a “boulevard” of trees

2. The problem with the Tree of Life in the Bible.

a. bfore we look at the Tree of Life in heaven, we need to look at the Tree of Life in the Garden of Eden

b. in Genesis 2:8-9, we are introduced to two “kinds of trees” – “Now the LORD God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden; and there he put the man he had formed.  And the LORD God made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground--trees that were pleasing to the eye and good for food. In the middle of the garden were the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.”

1.  the Tree of Life

a.  apparently this tree would be eaten and would enable 
 
     Adam and Eve to “live forever”


b.  thus, it was called the “Tree of Life

2.  the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil


a.  but there was another tree, the Tree of the Knowledge of 
 
     Good and Evil


b.  God forbade Adam and Eve from eating this tree; but 
 
     they did


c.  now, notice what happened to Adam and Eve because of 
 
     their sin



1.  they would be cursed



2.  they would be “prevented” from eating of the 
 

     Tree of Life again




a.  look at Genesis 3:24 – “After he drove 
 


     the man out, he placed on the east side of 
 


     the Garden of Eden cherubim and a 
 


     flaming sword flashing back and forth 
 
 

     to guard the way to the tree of life.”




b.  had Adam and Eve continued to eat from 
 


     the Tree of Life after they had sinned, 
 


     they would have lived forever as 
 


     SINNERS!




c.  God wanted to make sure that Adam and 
 


     Eve could not partake of the Tree of Life

3. The purpose of the Tree of Life in heaven.

a. everyone knows that we will not need to eat in heaven so why would you need a Tree of Life.  However . . . I want you to look at an interesting text with me about Jesus after His resurrection

b. in Luke 24, we see Jesus appear to His disciples after He had resurrected

1.  Jesus “appeared” to His disciples and knowing that they were 
     fearful, said, “Peace be with you.”

2.  but look what else Jesus did to calm their fears!  

     Vs. 41-43 – “And while they still did not believe it because of 
     joy and amazement, he asked them, "Do you have anything 
     here to eat?" They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he 
     took it and ate it in their presence.”


a.  DID YOU SEE THAT?  The resurrected Jesus Christ ate 
 
     fish with the disciples!


b.  now, did Jesus “need” to eat fish in a glorified body?

c. it is my view that the Tree of Life speaks of “our abundance” in heaven

1.  notice that the Tree of Life bears “twelve crops of fruit, yielding 
     its fruit every month”

2.  what do we learn from this Tree of Life?


a.  first, the tree produces fruit EVERY MONTH.  Instead 
 
     of seasons that come once a year, this tree bears fruit 
 
     each and every month . . . FOREVER!


b.  second, it is called a Tree of Life



1.  the Greek word life is very, very interesting



2.  the word means:




a.  to breathe




b.  to have true life




c.  to be full of vigor




d.  to be fresh, strong and efficient



3.  you get the sense that the Tree of Life provides 
 

     fruit that allows a person to live life to the 
 

     fullest; that ignites one’s senses 

4.  this seems to be exactly how Paul described 
 
     heaven after he went there

     II Corinthians 12:2-4 – “I know a man in Christ 
 
     who fourteen years ago was caught up to the 
 
     third heaven. Whether it was in the body or out 
 
     of the body I do not know--God knows.  And I 
 
     know that this man--whether in the body or apart 
 
     from the body I do not know, but God knows--
 
     was caught up to paradise. He heard 
 
     inexpressible things, things that man is not 
 
     permitted to tell.”

a.  Do you remember the first time you wore 
 

     glasses?  What did you say?  “There are 
 

     leaves on the trees!”


b.  my children’s first time to eat seafood


c.  my granddaughter’s first time to drink 
 

     chocolate milk

II. The SECURITY Of The Believer.

A. The CANCELLATION OF THE CURSE.

1. Then, notice what John said next . . . Vs. 3 – No longer will there be any curse.”

2. But, before we look at the cancellation of the curse, let us look at why there was a curse in the first place.

B. The CAUSE OF THE CURSE In The Bible.

1. God’s call to Adam and Eve.

a. in the Garden of Eden, God put Adam and Eve to the test by restricting them from eating the fruit of the knowledge of good and evil – Gen. 2:17 – “but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die."

b. as we all know, Adam and Eve DID eat of the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil, so God would keep His word by punishing them; here’s how God cursed man

2. God’s curse to Adam and Eve.

a. the result of the spiritual curse
1.  Adam and Eve would be banished from the Garden of Eden and 
     more importantly, from God’s very presence


a.  look at Genesis 3:8a – “Then the man and his wife 
 
     heard the sound of the Lord God as He was walking 
 
     in the cool of the day.”


b.  the relationship between God and Adam and Eve was 
 
     apparently very intimate before the fall.

2.  Adam and Eve would lose that close intimacy with God due to 
     their sin

b. the result of the emotional curse
1.  they would experience shame 
     Gen. 3:7 – “They realized that they were naked, so they sewed 
     fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves.”


a.  we see this shame today in our need to wear clothes and 
 
     “cover” ourselves


b.  but also, we aren’t truly comfortable with people 
 
     “looking into our souls;” we want to “cover” our souls


c.  for instance:



1.  look into someone’s eyes and see how long it 
 

     takes for them to look away



2.  my counseling experience – it takes time to “get 
 

     personal” before you can truly help someone 
 

     (chairs in my office)

2.  they would experience guilt  
     Gen. 3:8 – “Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the 
     LORD God as he was walking in the garden in the cool of the 
     day, and they hid from the LORD God among the trees of 
     the garden.”


a.  Adam and Eve were guilty of their sin and they knew it; 
 
     so they “hid” from God


b.  we are guilty of sin and we know it



1.  we “rationalize” that we are not guilty



2.  we say that we did not “mean to do it”



3.  but inside of our hearts, we fully know that we 
 

     are guilty



4.  the best example is of a child and their guilt




a.  they know when they are guilty




b.  and they know when you are guilty (my 
 


     nephew)

3.  they would experience fear 
     Gen. 3:10 - He answered, "I heard you in the garden, and I was 
     afraid because I was naked; so I hid."


a.  for the first time in their lives, instead of security, Adam 
 
     and Eve sensed fear


b.  we sense fear, even when we shouldn’t sense fear



1.  my childhood – four attics in our upstairs



2.  where did we come up with “the boogie man?”

4.  they would cast blame on one another

a.  Adam and Eve blamed one another



1.  when Adam was asked about his sin, he 
 

     responded – Vs. 12 - The man said, "The 
 

     woman you put here with me--she gave me 
 

     some fruit from the tree, and I ate it."



2.  when Eve was asked about her sin, she 
 

     responded  - Vs. 13 - Then the LORD God said 
 

     to the woman, "What is this you have done?" 
 

     The woman said, "The serpent deceived me, 
 

     and I ate."


b.  we cast blame on one another



1.  in all of my years of counseling married couples, 
 

     rarely, if ever, has one of the two admitted their 
 

     guilt first; instead they came ready to blame the 
 

     other



2.  I have that same problem . . . don’t you?

c. the result of the physical curse
1.  for the man

a.  look at how God cursed the man – Genesis 3:17-19 - To 
 
     Adam he said, "Because you listened to your wife and 
 
     ate from the tree about which I commanded you, 'You 
 
     must not eat of it,' "Cursed is the ground because of 
 
     you; through painful toil you will eat of it all the days 
 
     of your life.  It will produce thorns and thistles for 
 
     you, and you will eat the plants of the field.  By the 
 
     sweat of your brow you will eat your food until you 
 
     return to the ground, since from it you were taken; for 
 
     dust you are and to dust you will return."


b.  man’s work will be hard



1.  building a house



2.  growing a garden



3.  preparing a sermon

2.  for the woman

a.  look at how God cursed the woman – Genesis 3:16 - To 
 
     the woman he said, "I will greatly increase your pains 
 
     in childbearing; with pain you will give birth to 
 
     children. Your desire will be for your husband, and he 
 
     will rule over you."


b.  the woman has two curses:

1.  dealing with her husband who she lives with

2.  dealing with her children when she gives birth

3.  for both the man and the woman





a.  and ultimately, because of their sin, Adam and Eve both 
 




     would physically die






b.  just as each of us will physically die
C. The CURE OF THE CURSE In Heaven.

1. The release of the spiritual curse.

a. instead of being banished from the Garden of Eden and the Tree of Life, the Tree of Life is “offered” to the believer in heaven so that HE CAN LIVE FOREVER!  THERE IS NO FLAMING SWORD TO PREVENT US FROM EATING THE FRUIT!
b. we enter Paradise and see the Tree of Life which says that we can stay there forever
c. the constant production of fruit EACH MONTH will be enough for everyone in heaven FOREVER!
d. God says to believers, WELCOME!  This is your home.  I have prepared it so that you can live here forever!
2. The release of the emotional curse.

a. there will be no shame

1.  there will be no shame in heaven; no embarrassment

2.  you will never be insecure, introverted, introspective

3.  you will never blush when someone speaks to you of personal 
     matters

4.  someone will be able to look deeply into your eyes and you will 
     never look away

b. there will be no guilt

1.  you will never feel any more guilt

2.  you will never have to confess your sins or your faults

3.  you will never have to repent or tell someone that you are sorry

4.  you will never have to go to a Pastor or a counselor

5.  you will never have to feel badly because of the mistakes you 
     made or your parents made before you

c. there will be no fear

1.  you will never be fearful again

2.  Fleenor Security Systems will be out of business!

3.  you will not need locks on your door, cars or offices

4.  you will not need passwords for your computer

5.  you will never fear a tornado, earthquake or hurricane

d. there will be no casting blame

1.  you will never blame another, because there will be no sin to 
     blame!

2.  for there will be no one guilty in heaven, including you!

3. The release of the physical curse.

a. no one will ever die again

b. there will be no more funerals, wakes or visitations to make 
c. you will never go to another hospital, cancer ward or hear about a heart attack
4. To sum up: Pastor Don Austin in a sermon called “Heaven” – “the alphabet of the lack of the curse”

· “There will be no more adversary, aggravation, agitation, annoyance, athlete’s foot, adultery, abortion, or AIDS. 
· There will be no more bunions, baldness, backache, bitterness, broken bones, broken homes, or bad business meetings. 
· There will be no more cancer, cemeteries, confusion, crimes, cussing, complaining, car wrecks, or crutches.
· There will be no more divorce, dope, deceit, dandruff, disappointments, death, or the devil.
· There will be no more evil, enemies, earwax, or eyeglasses.
· There will be no more funerals, false teeth, fears, failures, fights, fussing, feuding, or fault findings.
· There will be no more garbage dumps, gout, good byes, griping, or guilt.
· There will be no more heart attacks, hearing aides, hospitals, or high blood pressure. 
· There will be no more insurance, insane asylums, immorality, idolatry, or incest.
· There will be no more jails or jealousy, no more kidney stones or killings, no more liars, or lice. 
· No more misunderstandings, mosquitoes, newspapers, nastiness, or needs.
· There will be no more opposition, obstacles, obituaries, policemen, pain, pornography, pills, problems, politicians, quarrels, or questions. 
· There will be no more rebellion, roaches, sickness, sorrows, sinus infections, snakes, sweat, selfishness, stealing, stupidity, or sin.
· There will be no more toothaches, tobacco, television, tears, or trials.
· There will be no more waywardness, wheelchairs, worldliness, x-rated movies, yielding to sin, youthful lust, and no more zigzagging from the truth of the Bible.” 


III.  The SERVITUDE Of The Believer.

A. CONFUSION About Ministry.

1. But, we must realize that heaven is not just a place of beauty –

a. a place where we will “play harps on the clouds”

b. or sit and talk for thousands of years about spiritual matters

2. No, look at verse 3 – “and His servants will serve Him.”

B. CONFIRMATION About Ministry.  
Vs. 3b – “and His servants will serve Him”

1. First of all, we must look at this word serve.

a. it is a Greek word that particularly refers to spiritual service
1.  to render a religious service

2.  to minister

3.  to perform a sacred service

b. this kind of service has nothing to do with serving in a “secular” way – this is a totally spiritual service
c. in other words, believers in heaven will serve the Lord
1.  no floating out into space

2.  no hanging out with angels on a cloud

3.  look at what Jesus said about His own work:  

     John 5:17 - Jesus said to them, "My Father is always at his 
     work to this very day, and I, too, am working."
2. Second, we will serve God in heaven.

a. it will be our joy; it will be our delight

b. it will be our eternal purpose
1.  Pastor Ken Ritz – “You’re going to grow in knowledge,
     and continually develop your gifts and skills and unleash the 
     abilities that God has given to you.  And you’ll be working with 
     passion because heaven is not a retirement village.  It’s the start 
     of your real job.  And there won’t be anything you would 
     rather do, than the work you get to do in heaven.  You will 
     be completely fulfilled.”

2.  for the first time in your life, your work will totally satisfy 
 
     and fulfill you

3. THIS WAS WHAT WE WERE MEANT TO DO AS GOD’S CREATION! 
IV.  The SIGHT Of The Believer.

A. Seeing God IN THE BIBLE.

1.  John then continues our blessings by saying that in heaven, w will “see God” 

2.  As believers on this earth, one of our limitations as sinners has been that no one 
 
has “actually” seen God.

   a.   we have had to rely on the Spirit of God and the Word of God to 
 
   represent what God “looks like”


         b.   and while that has been a comfort, believers certainly want to “see” the 
 

   One whom they have been reading about and learning about all of their 
 

   lives


         c.   that’s what I Corinthians 13:12a says – “Now we see but a poor 
 

   reflection; then we shall see face to face.”

3.   Also, due to our sin and His holiness, man has been unable to “see” God while on 
 
this earth.



a.  for God is too overwhelming for us to see with our human eyes



b.  and a holy God cannot fully reveal Himself to a sinful man
B. Seeing God IN HEAVEN.  

Vs. 4 – “They will see His face.”

1.  But it will be very, very different in heaven.


      2.  The Bible is clearly teaching us that believers will fully “see” God in heaven.




a.  the Greek word for see is:





1.  optanomai – from where we get the word opthalmologist





2.  to see, behold, look





3.  to gaze with wide-open eyes




4.  to stare



b.  the Greek tense:





1.  Future Indicative





2.  the Indicative means that it will happen; it is a certainty; WE 
 



     WILL SEE GOD!



3.  DO YOU REALIZE WHAT THIS MEANS?




a.  not only will we see God





1.  the Powerful One who created this world by His Word




2.  the Sovereign One who ordered this world and  orchestrated 
 



     all of history





3.  the Gracious One who sent His beloved Son to die on the 
 



     cross for our sins





4.  the Wonderful One who called you unto Himself and saved 
 



     you so that you would be in heaven in the first place




b.  but, also, we will look directly into His face




1.  the face is the “indicator” of who a person really is






a.  when someone talks to you, you want to look into their 
 




     face






b.  a person’s face tells you what they are thinking, feeling 
 




     and saying






c.  a person’s face tells you who they are





2.  and what will we see when we look into the face of God?






a.  we will see all of the manifestations of His grace, mercy 
 




     and sovereignty






b.  but we will see in His face . . . His glory






1.  we will be overwhelmed at who and what God 
 





     TRULY IS







2.  we will not only praise Him for His works, His 
 





     sovereignty and His plan







3.  WE WILL PRAISE HIM FOR HIS GLORY!








a.  and then, we will know who He truly is








b.  and then, we will know Him

V.  The SUPREMACY Of The Believer.

A.  The ORIGINAL INTENT Of God and Man.



1.  But there is yet one more blessing for believers in heaven.  We will reign in 
 

     heaven.

2.  Man was called to rule the earth.  

     
a.  do you realize what God originally intended for man?




b.  God gave man the responsibility to RULE over this earth and 
 


     SUBDUE it!


     Gen. 1:28 – “God blessed them and said to them, "Be fruitful and 
 

     increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of 
 

     the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that 
 

     moves on the ground."


c.  in my opinion, that is why man has such “noble and lofty ideals” about 
 


     his own importance!





1.  somehow, man “knows” that he has a noble calling





2.  he just can’t seem to find that noble calling





3.  for no matter what man does on this earth, he seems to lack 
 



     fulfillment in it



3.  Man was cursed in ruling the earth.




a.  but, because of the fall of man into sin, man has never reached that 
 


     fulfillment




b.  man has never fully reached that nobility that God called him to

B.  The EVENTUAL INTENT Of God For Man.  

      Vs. 5b – “And they will reign forever and ever.”



1.  DID YOU GET THAT!  “And they will reign for ever and ever.”




a.  the Greek word basileuo refers:





1.  to be a king





2.  to exercise kingly power





3.  to reign




b.  the Greek tense is a Future Active Indicative


2.  Look closely at Revelation 11:15 - The seventh angel sounded his trumpet, 
 

     and there were loud voices in heaven, which said: "The kingdom of the world 
 

     has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and He will reign for 
 

     ever and ever."




a.  George Fredrich Handel wrote his famous Messiah in 1741.  The 
 


     chorus, The Hallelujah Chorus, was based on this text




b.  the word reign is the exact same word and exact same tense that 
 


     describes the reign of Christ as well as the reign of believers in heaven



c.  so, you could effectively sing this Christmas – “And we shall reign 
 


     forever and ever.” - for the first time in your existence, you will reign 
 


     WITH Him just as you were “supposed to” in 
 


     the Garden of Eden





1.  you will fulfill your nobility





2.  you will find your place





3.  you will be totally fulfilled . . . FOREVER

Conclusion:

1.  What will heaven be like?



a.  whatever it will be like, heaven will be glorious


b.  whatever it will be like, heaven will be unlike anything else that you could 
 

     ever imagine


c.  whatever it will be like, you will be totally fulfilled with no lack, no problem 
 

     and no fear


2.  But, . . . what will heaven be like?



a.  it will be a place that screams the glory of God!



b.  He will be the focus, He will be worshipped, He will be central, He will be our 
 

     life


3.  What will heaven be like?  It will finally be our home – C.S. Lewis – Chronicles of 
 
      Narnia – The Last Battle:

It is as hard to explain how this sunlit land was different from the old Narnia, as it would be to tell you how the fruits of that country taste.  Perhaps you will get some idea of it, if you think like this.  You may have been in a room in which there was a window that looked out on a lovely bay of the sea or a green valley that wound away among mountains.  And in the wall of that room opposite to the window there may have been a looking glass.  And as you turned away from the window you suddenly caught sight of that sea or that valley, all over again, in the looking glass.  And the sea in the mirror, or the valley in the mirror, were in one sense just the same as the real ones; yet at the same time they were somehow different – deeper, more wonderful, more like places in a story: in a story you have never heard but very much want to know.  The difference between the old Narnia and the new Narnia was like that.  The new one was a deeper country: every rock and flower and blade of grass looked as if it meant more.  I can’t describe it any better than that: if you ever get there, you will know what I mean.
It was the Unicorn who summed up what everyone was feeling.  He stamped his right fore-hoof on the ground and neighed and then cried:

“I have come home at last!  This is my real country!  I belong here.  This is the land I have been looking for all my life, though I never knew it till now.  The reason why we loved the old Narnia is that it sometimes looked a little like this.  Come further up, come further in!”

He shook his mane and sprang forward into a great gallop – a Unicorn’s gallop which, in our world, would have carried him out of sight in a few moments.  But now a most strange thing happened.  Everyone else began to run, and they found, to their astonishment, that they could keep up with him: not only the Dogs and the humans but even fat little Puzzle and short-legged Poggin the Dwarf.  The air flew in their faces as if they were driving fast in a car without a windscreen.  The country flew past as if they were seeing it from the windows of an express train.  Faster and faster they raced, but no one got hot or tired or out of breath.
 
     

1. In the book of Revelation, the Apostle John is taken by an angel to see heaven.  What do you think was going through his mind as he viewed it all?

2. Revelation 22:1 says that there is a “river of the water of life.”  What is special about water to the human?  What is special about water to the believer in heaven?  What is the meaning of the water coming from the Throne of God?
3. Revelation 22:2 speaks of the Tree of Life in heaven.  Why would believers need to eat in heaven?  (Look closely at Luke 24:41-43.)
4. What does this wonderful statement mean, “no longer will there be any curse?”  How do we see the curse manifested in our world?  What does it mean to you that you will have no more affects of sin in heaven?
5. Discuss what it means that we will see God “face to face.”  Can you ever imagine what that will “look like?”
6. Compare Revelation 11:5 with 22:6.  What does Christ’s reign in heaven have to do with the believer’s reign in heaven?



