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Sermon Notes for April 13, 2008

Priorities That Should Represent

A Follower of Jesus Christ

“Followers of Jesus Christ Should Have 

A Missional View Of Life”

II Corinthians 5:9-21

 Video – “It’s All About Me”

Introduction

A. We Continue Our Sermon Series ON PRIORITIES THAT SHOULD REPRESENT A FOLLOWER OF JESUS.

1. After all, SHOULDN’T believers in Jesus Christ think, live and act differently than non-believers?

2. The Indian philosopher Ghandi considered Christianity at one time in his life, only to reject it because he did not see that it made enough of a difference in the lives of those who claimed to follow Jesus Christ.
B. We Will Look Today At The PRIORITY OF THE BELIEVER TO BE “MISSIONAL.”

1. Interestingly enough, you will not find the word “missional” in Webster’s Dictionary.

a. for it is a rather recent expansion of the word missions or missionary

b. in a sense, the word missional attempts to “expand” the sense of our being a missionary in every sense of the word
c. the Oxford English Dictionary defines missional as: relating to or connected with a mission.

2. The essential meaning of being “missional” is to reveal Christ to a watching world.

a. so, as Christians, we are to reflect the reality of Jesus Christ in our actions, attitudes and works

b. and, we will not be “missional” unless we look at the world around us with a desire to reveal Jesus to that world

c. so . . . to be “missional” is to be consumed and committed to sharing Christ with a lost world in every way, in every place that we can

3. Today, we are going to look at a text that “screams” for us to be missional.

a. that to be missional is not only our calling but our responsibility  

b. and that this is not the sole responsibility of Pastors and missionaries;  the entire church is to be “missional”

1.  thus, as believers, we are to be constantly viewing the world 
     and their need

2.  as believers, we are to be constantly looking “outwardly” and 
     not just “inwardly”

I.  The MOTIVE For Being Missional.

A. We Are Missional OUT OF FEAR.  
Vs. 9-10 – “So we make it our goal to please him, whether we are at home in the body or away from it.  For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive what is due him for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad.”

1. The foundation of our fear.

a. there are many Christians who say that we should never live or minister “out of fear”

1.  after all, God is a God of love

2.  and Jesus is “full of grace and truth”

3.  thus, fear should have no place in the life of the 
     Christian

b. well, I want you to look very closely at these two verses; 9 and 10

1.  because these verses CLEARLY say that we, . . . each and 
     every one of us in the church, “will appear before the 
     judgment seat of Christ”


a.  this is commonly called the “Bema”  seat of Christ in 
 
     the Greek


b.  it is the judgment seat of Christ where CHRISTIANS 
 
     will be “evaluated,” a place where Christ will reveal 
 
     what each and every Christian has done in his/her life 
 
     while on this earth


c.  this seat will not be a judgment seat that sends 
 
     Christians to hell – but a place of “evaluation” – looking 
 
     at how we have lived and what we have done with our 
 
     lives for Christ while on this earth

2.  the best picture of the Bema seat is found in: 

      I Corinthians 3:10-15 – “By the grace God has given me, I 
     laid a foundation as an expert builder, and someone else is 
     building on it. But each one should be careful how he builds. 
     For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already 
     laid, which is Jesus Christ.  If any man builds on this 
     foundation using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or 
     straw, his work will be shown for what it is, because the Day 
     will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire 
     will test the quality of each man's work.  If what he has built 
     survives, he will receive his reward.  If it is burned up, he will 
     suffer loss; he himself will be saved, but only as one escaping 
     through the flames.”


a.  the sense in I Corinthians 3:10-15 is that we, as 
 
     Christians, WILL APPEAR BEFORE THE 
 
     JUDGMENT SEAT OF CHRIST.
b.  at that time, we will “bring to Jesus’ all that we have 
 
     “done” in our service and ministry for Him



1.  and Vs. 13 says “his (our) work will be shown 
 

     for what it is”




a.   you get the sense that each of us will 
 


     walk before the judgment seat of Christ




b.   and we will be “holding in our hands” 
 


     the works or service that we have done 
 


     for Him



2.  and then, each man’s work will be “revealed  by 
 

     fire”  as we appear before the Lord Jesus

a. some of us will walk before the Lord feeling “pretty good” about ourselves

1.  until Jesus “evaluates us,” as if by 
     fire, the integrity of our works

2.  but if these “works” will be 
     evaluated as not being Godly or 
     holy, they will be burned up

3.  but, they will “still” go to heaven

b.  others will appear before the judgment 
 
     seat of Christ with holy works, Godly 
 
     works

1.  but they may not “know” that the 
     works will be accepted until they 
     appear and Christ judges them

2.  for those who have truly served 
     Christ in this life, they will 
     “carry” those works as rewards 
     into heaven

c. so, while you may believe that fear should never be a motivator to live a Godly, Christ-centered, missional life, you need to think again
1.  EACH AND EVERY CHRISTIAN who has ever lived on this 
     earth will have to stand before Christ and have his/her life 
     evaluated as to how they served Jesus Christ on this earth

2.  and that includes you and me

2. The fact of our fear.
a. perhaps you do not believe that one text in Scripture would be enough to prove that Christians will be judged

b. well, Paul the Apostle said basically the SAME THING in Chapter 4 of his first letter he wrote to the Corinthians:  I Corinthians 4:4-5 – “My conscience is clear, but that does not make me innocent. It is the Lord who judges me. Therefore judge nothing before the appointed time; wait till the Lord comes. He will bring to light what is hidden in darkness and will expose the motives of men's hearts. At that time each will receive his praise from God.”

1.  notice in this text that Paul speaks of being judged 
     based on our “motives”
2.  in other words, not only will our spiritual works be judged as 
     we saw in II Corinthians 5; but so will the motives that led us to 
     serve Christ in the first place!


a.  so, this speaks of the ego-maniac who is a preacher


b.  or the evangleist who uses Christ’s name to become rich


c.  or the person who has served in ministry just to become 
 
     important to others

c. so . . . I would hasten to say that Jesus takes VERY SERIOUSLY the need of the believer to live a life of:

1.  service

2.  ministry

3.  mission

B. We Are Missional OUT OF LOVE.

1. The compulsion of Christ.  

Vs. 14 – “For Christ's love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died.”

a. HOWEVER, WITHOUT A DOUBT, we do NOT serve Jesus Christ out of fear alone

1.  although fear is truly one of our motivations in service to Christ

2.  and although we realize that each of us will be held accountable 
     for how we have lived our lives on this earth

b. the OTHER REASON that we serve Jesus Christ on this earth is out of a love for Him

1.  Paul says in Vs. 13 “For Christ’s love compels us”


a.  THE OTHER REASON  for living a “missional life” is 
 
     that the love of Christ “drives” us or “pushes us” or 
 
     “compels us”


b.  the word “compel”  in the Greek is a word that means:



1.  to press together; to compress



2.  to press on every side



3.  to be held by

2.  now, if we are “compelled” or “pressed”  by the love of Christ, 
     HOW does He compel us?

a.  the love of Christ 


1.  you cannot become introduced to Jesus Christ 
 

     and not become OVERWHELMED WITH 
 
 
     HIS LOVE AND GRACE TOWARD YOU:



a.  as He fills the “hole in your soul”




b.  as He replaces your hopelessness with 
 


     hope




c.  as He gives you peace instead of worry




d.  as He gives you a purpose and meaning 
 


     for your life




e.  as He frees you from sin, addictions 
 


     and insecurities


2.  so, Paul is saying that the true believer is so 
 
 
     affected personally by Jesus Christ, that he/she 
 

     would WANT to serve Jesus Christ


b.  the love of the cross


1.  in addition to being affected by the love of 
 

     Christ,  the believer also cannot help but 
 

     become overwhelmed by Christ when you 
 

     understand the meaning and impact  of the cross 
 

     on your life:




a.  that Jesus Christ came from heaven and 
 


     glory to become a man on this earth




b.  so that He could grow up to become a 
 


     man, a man that would take your place on 
 


     a cross for your sins




c.  and that INSTEAD OF YOU, He would 
 


     take your sins; INSTEAD OF YOU, He 
 


     would take your punishment, INSTEAD 
 


     OF YOU, He would take God’s wrath




d.  and because of the cross and your 
 


     trusting in Jesus, not only would a holy 
 


     God see you as righteous in Christ, HE 
 


     WOULD SEND YOU TO A LIFE IN 
 


     HEAVEN FOREVER!



2.  HOW CAN A BELIEVER NOT BE 
 

     OVERWHELMED BY THE CROSS OF 
 

     CHRIST ON YOUR BEHALF?




a.  How can you not be affected, changed?




b.  How can you not want to respond to this 
 


     love?




c.  How can you not want tell others of this 
 


     love?

2. The completeness of Christ.

a. our conviction
1.  for those who may be having a hard time understanding exactly 
     why Paul was so excited, so impressed with the love of Christ, 
     he now “clarifies” it for you

2.  Paul speaks of  “the way” that Christ has “applied” His death on 
     the cross to us, as believers

b. our completeness  
Vs. 14 – “For Christ's love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died.”

1.  Paul first says we are convinced that “one died for all”


a.  the “one” that Paul is talking about is Jesus Christ.


b.  and the death that Paul is talking about is Christ’s death 
 
     on the cross


c.  so that the phrase should mean (my interpretation) – we 
 
     are convinced that one (Christ) died for all (on the 
 
     cross)

2.  but, Paul goes on to say something else quite interesting – we 
     are convinced that “one died for all, and therefore all died”


a.  in attempting to explain this text to you, let me refer you 
 
     to another text; Colossians 3:3 and 3:5.  

     3:3 – “For you died, and your life is now hidden with 
     Christ in God.”  

     
1.  Paul says in Colossians 3:3 “For you died and 
 

     your life is now hidden with Christ in God.”




a.  Paul is NOT talking here about the 
 


     Christian’s need to “die to self” in the 
 


     Christian walk




b.  no, Paul is LITERALLY saying that AS 
 


     CHRIST DIED ON THE CROSS, WE 
 


     who have taken Him as our Savior, 
 


     DIED ON THAT SAME CROSS 
 

 
     WITH HIM



c.  so, IT IS AS IF WE DIED WITH 
 


     CHRIST ON THAT CROSS 2000 years 
 


     ago on Golgatha!



2.  so, Paul teaches that when we are “in Christ,” we 
 

     experience all that He experienced on this earth

a. and BECAUSE we are trusting in  

     Christ . . .




b.  as He died on the cross, WE DIED ON 
 


     THAT CROSS WITH HIM




c.  drawing on slide


b.  THAT is why Paul could say in II Corinthians 5:14 – 
 
     “because we are convinced that one died for all, and 
 
     therefore all died”



1.  so, I can clearly, BIBLICALLY, say to this 
 

     congregation




a.  and I am speaking to all of you who have 
 


     trusted Christ as your Savior 

b.  as Christ died for all (of you who have 
 
     trusted in Him), that means that all of 
 
     you died with Him on the cross.



2.  so, inasmuch as the Father “accepted” the death 
 
 
     of His Son as sufficient for satisfying the 
 

     payment for our sins, THE FATHER ALSO 
 

     ACCEPTS YOUR DEATH ON THE CROSS, 
 

     through Christ, AS SUFFICIENT AS WELL!



3.  DO YOU FULLY REALIZE WHAT THAT 
 

     MEANS?




a.  because of Christ’s death on the cross, 
 


     you are forgiven




b.  because of Christ’s death, you are saved




c.  because of Christ’s death, you are going 
 


     to heaven

II.  The MANIFESTATION Of Being Missional.

A. We Are Missional BECAUSE IT IS A GODLY PERSPECTIVE.
Vs. 16 – “So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer.”

1. BECAUSE OF SUCH WONDERFUL KNOWLEDGE, WE CAN NO LONGER THINK OF LIFE ON THIS EARTH IN THE “SAME WAY.”

a. if you TRULY grasp what Paul has just said, THAT BECAUSE OF THE DEATH OF CHRIST we are saved, WE CANNOT LOOK AT LIFE LIKE WE HAVE LOOKED AT IT BEFORE
b. now, if Christ did not die for sinners, then we can look at life the “same way” as before

1.  so let’s focus on money

2.  let’s live for success

3.  let’s move to Hawaii and forget it all!

c. BUT THAT IS NOT WHAT HAPPENED TO US; WE WERE SAVED!  WE DID DIE WITH CHRIST ON THE CROSS!

2. DO YOU NOT SEE IT?

a. if you truly, Biblically, understand what Paul is saying to us:

1.  we must look at the life differently

2.  we must look at people differently

3.  we must alter the way that we think and the way that we 

     live . . . IF THIS IS ALL TRUE!

b. this “kind” of information should change your life!

1.  it’s just like “you won the lottery!”  Your life would be 
     different.

2.  it’s just like you had triplets!  Your life would different.

3.  it’s just like you found out that you have 3 months left to live. 
     Your life would be different.

c. so, if you TRULY believe that Christ died for you:

1.  this information should “shape” the way that you think

2.  you should never think about life without THESE FACTS being 
     THE BASIS for all that you do in your life!

B. We Are Missional BECAUSE OF GOD’S POWER.      
1. The POWER of God In Our Lives.

a. BUT THERE IS MORE!!!  


1.  not only did Christ SAVE YOU and FORGIVE YOU

2.  HE CAN SAVE AND FORGIVE OTHERS AS WELL!

b. look very carefully at these words:

1.  the Greek word creation

     Vs. 17 – “Therefore, if ANYONE is in Christ, he is a new 
 
     creation; the old has gone, the new has come!”


a.  new



1.  recently made; fresh, unused, unworn



2.  of a new kind, novel, uncommon, unheard of


b.  creation



1.  the act of creating



2.  a conversion



3.  to change owners



4.  to make habitable



5.  to create a new world



6.  to transform

2.  the Greek meaning of new creation


a.  besides the meaning of the Greek word creation;


b.  there is another aspect in the Greek that is important to 
 
     know



1.  the way that the Greek reads “If anyone is in 
 

     Christ, he is a new creation”




a.  not only is a person made new, 
 


     transformed




b.  the Greek suggests “an explosion,”  a 
 


     radical change




     Kent Hughes – “In Christ” describes the 
 


     most intimate union possible.  And when 
 


     we are in Christ, there is a detonation.  
 


     In fact, the Greek is explosive. “There- 
 


     fore, if anyone (be) in Christ (boom!)  (a) 
 


     new creation.  Sometimes the 
 
 

     detonation is a bang, other times it is a 
 


     long, rolling thunder, but the outcome 
 


     is the same – (a) new creation.”



2.  you almost get an “Emmeril Lagasse moment” 




a.  the TV cook who, after he finishes a dish 
 


     says Bam!




b.  or . . . “let’s kick it up a notch”

c. so, not only has Christ saved you, and forgiven you – HE CAN SAVE AND FORGIVE OTHERS!

2. The PAST With God In Our Lives.  

Vs. 17 – “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!”

a. Paul is saying here that because we are a new creation – “the old has gone, the new has come”

1.  we have been forgiven
2.  we have been cleansed
3.  we are new creatures in Christ 
b. AND THIS CAN HAPPEN TO OTHERS AS WELL!

1.  THEY CAN BE FORGIVEN!

2.  THEY CAN BE MADE NEW!

3.  THEY CAN BE CHANGED!

3. The PREEMINENCE Of God In Our Lives.

Vs. 18 – “All this is from God”

a. NOW PLEASE DON’T MISS THIS!

1.  this salvation , this change, this cleansing, DID NOT COME 
    
     FROM US


2.  WE DID NOT DO IT TO OURSELVES! – GOD DID!

b. the text CLEARLY says – “ALL THIS IS FROM GOD!”

1.  in other words:


a.  God sent His Son


b.  God placed His Son on the cross


c.  God sent His Spirit to this earth


d.  God entered your life


e.  God saved you

2.  GOD DID IT ALL.


a.  we were simply the “recipients” of His grace


b.  we were the “benefactors” of His Son


c.  we did nothing in our own power, HE DID IT!

c. so, this wonderful news: that Jesus Christ can save a life, can change a life IS A GIFT FROM GOD!

 

1.  it is nothing that we have to earn

2.  and it is nothing that others have to earn!

3.  so, all that we, as believers need to do is to tell unbelievers 
 
     about receiving A GIFT!
4. The PRODUCT Of God In Our Lives.
Vs. 18a – “All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ.” 
a. AND JUST WHAT DID GOD GIVE US?  WHAT WAS HIS GIFT?

b. all that God did through Christ was to “reconcile us” to Himself

1.  to reconcile defined

a.  to make an exchange – as in the exchange of coinage


b.  to exchange one thing for another

2.  to reconcile applied

a.  “all” that God the Father did for us in Christ was to 
 
     exchange the life of His own, dear Son for the lives of 
 
     us sinners


b.  as we were going to the gallows to be hanged, God sent 
 
     His Son to die our death  (“that’s your death”)


c.  thus:



1.  we are “in the clear”



2.  we are “forgiven”



3.  we are going to heaven
III.  The MINISTERS Who Are To Be Missional.
A. The RESPONSIBILITY of such a knowledge.

Vs. 18-19 – “All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ  and gave  us the ministry of reconciliation: that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men's sins against them. And he has  committed to us the message of reconciliation.”

1. SO . . . IF ALL OF THIS NEWS IS TRUE . . . 
a. that Christ saves sinners

b. and that through Christ, the lost have been found

c. and that we are no longer at enmity with God, but reconciled to God; bound for heaven

d. and this can happen to others as well

2. THEN DON’T YOU THINK THAT SOMEONE SHOULD TELL OTHERS ABOUT THIS?

a. AFTER ALL, ISN’T THIS THE GREATEST NEWS THE WORLD HAS EVER HEARD?

b. this is greater news than:

1.  the cure for cancer

2.  the end of all wars

3.  the answer to life’s deepest questions!

c. THIS IS BIG NEWS . . . HUGE NEWS; THE BIGGEST NEWS THE WORLD HAS EVER HEARD!

1.  but who will tell the others?

2.  who will go?

B. The REPRESENTATIVES of such knowledge.  

Vs. 20 – “We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God.”

1. you may be surprised at who is to share this good news with the world

a. it is not just the professional clergy

b. it is not just those who have had special training in evangelism

2. Paul says that each and every one of us as Christians are responsible to tell a lost world of the saving knowledge of Jesus Christ.

a. the plurality of God’s representatives

Vs. 20 – “We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors”

1.  do you realize what “kind of church” the Corinthian church was


a.  ungodly


b.  fleshly


d.  the first letter that Paul wrote to the Corinthian church 
 
     was mostly a letter to admonish and rebuke them

2.  the “we” here means the church . . . even the Corinthian church


a.  every, single person who has been personally touched 
 
     by the grace and mercy of Jesus Christ


b.  each and every person whose life has been changed by 
 
     Jesus; every person who is a new creation


c.  What happens when the believer does not represent 
 
     Christ before a watching world?  The first Protestant 
 
     missionary to Japan was so effective that the Emperor 
 
     declared that, if what the missionary said could be 
 
     proved true, he would make Christianity the state 
 
     religion.  The Emperor sent five of his leading men on a 
 
     tour of Europe and America.  When their trip was 
 
     nearly ended, the saintly Bishop Moule asked them, 
 
     “Tell me, gentlemen, what report will you take back 
 
     to your Emperor?”  They replied, “We will tell him 
 
     much – that the Book is all right, but that it does not 
 
     work.”

b. the position of God’s representatives – 

1.  our lofty representation



a.  in verse 20, Paul calls each of us God’s 
 


     AMBASSADORS!  

 
     Vs. 20 – “We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as 
 
     though God were making his appeal through us. We 
 
     implore you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God.” 





1.  do you realize what an ambassador is and does?






a.  an ambassador travels or moves to 
 




     another country to REPRESENT the 
 




     King (or President) before that country






b.  the Ambassador will speak “for” the 
 




     King and “stand in” for the King





2.  Paul is clearly saying that Christians are Christ’s 
 



     “representatives” on this earth





3.  in a sense, Paul is saying that, as Christians, we 
 



     “stand” in Christ’s place on this earth

4.  AND AMBASSADORS ARE NOT  
     SUPPOSED TO STAY IN THE EMBASSY!





2.  BUT THAT IS NOT ALL . . .



2.  our lofty responsibility 
     Vs. 20 – “We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though 
 
     God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on 
 
     Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God.






a.  DID YOU HEAR THIS!







1.  the Word of God is calling Christians, those who 
 





     are saved, TO STAND IN FOR JESUS ON 
 





     THIS EARTH







2.  AND TO SPEAK FOR HIM!






b.  Christ is calling us to speak to the lost on His behalf!

Conclusion:

1. CHRISTIANS, DO YOU FULLY UNDERSTAND THE RESPONSIBILITY GOD HAS PLACED ON YOU AS HIS AMBASSADOR?

a. you have been called to be His ambassador

b. so that He can speak THROUGH you

c. you as a believer, represent Him on this earth

2. Edith Burns was a wonderful Christian who lived in San Antonio, Texas.  She was the patient of a Doctor by the name of Will Phillips.  His favorite patient was Edith Burns.  One morning Dr. Phillips went to his office with a heavy heart, and it was because of Edith Burns.  When he walked into that waiting room, there sat Edith with her big black Bible in her lap earnestly talking to a young mother sitting beside her.
 
Edith Burns had a habit of introducing herself in this way: "Hello, my name is Edith Burns. Do you believe in Easter?" Then she would explain the meaning of Easter, and many times people would be saved.  Dr. Phillips walked into that office, and there he saw the head nurse, Beverly.  Beverly had first met Edith when she was taking her blood pressure.  Edith began by saying, "My name is Edith Burns. Do you believe in Easter?"  Beverly said, "Why, yes I do."  Edith said, "Well, what do you believe about Easter?"  Beverly said, "Well, it’s all about egg hunts, going to church, and dressing up."  Edith kept pressing her about the real meaning of Easter, and finally led her to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ.
Dr. Phillips said, "Beverly, don’t call Edith into the office quite yet.  I believe there is another delivery taking place in the waiting room.  After being called back in the Doctor’s office, Edith sat down and when she took a look at the Doctor she said, "Dr. Will, why are you so sad?  Are you reading your Bible?  Are you praying?"
 
Dr. Phillips said gently, "Edith, I’m the Doctor, and you’re the patient."
 
With a heavy heart he said, "Your lab report came back, and it says you have cancer, and Edith, you’re not going to live very long."
 
Edith said, "Why Will Phillips, shame on you.  Why are you so sad?  Do you think God makes mistakes?  You have just told me I’m going to see my precious Lord Jesus, my husband, and my friends.  You have just told me that I am going to celebrate Easter forever, and here you are having difficulty giving me my ticket!"
 
Dr. Phillips thought to himself, "What a magnificent woman this Edith Burns is!"
 
Edith continued coming to Dr. Phillips.  Christmas came, and the office was closed through January 3rd.  On the day the office opened, Edith did not show up.  Later that afternoon, Edith called Dr. Phillips and said she would have to be moving her things to the hospital and said, "Would you make sure that they put women next to me in my room who need to know about Easter."
 
Well, they did just that, and women began to come in and share that room with Edith.  Many women were saved.  Everybody on that floor from staff to patients were so excited about Edith, that they started calling her Edith Easter; that is, everyone except Phyllis Cross, the head nurse.
 
Phyllis made it plain that she wanted nothing to do with Edith because she was a "religious nut."   She had been a nurse in an army hospital.  She had seen it all and heard it all.  She was the original GI Jane.  She was hard, cold, and did everything by the book. 
 
One morning the two nurses who were to attend to Edith were sick.  Edith had the flu, and Phyllis Cross had to go in and give her a shot.  When she walked in, Edith had a big smile on her face and said, "Phyllis, God loves you, and I love you, and I have been praying for you.”  Phyllis Cross said, "Well, you can quit praying for me, it won’t work. I’m not interested."  Edith said, "Well, I will pray, and I have asked God not to let me go home until you come into the family."  Phyllis Gross said, "Then you will never die because that will never happen," and curtly walked out of the room.
 
Every day Phyllis Gross would walk into the room, and Edith would say, "God loves you, Phyllis, and I love you, and I’m praying for you."  One day Phyllis Cross said she was literally drawn to Edith’s room like a magnet would draw iron.  She sat down on the bed, and Edith said, "I’m so glad you have come, because God told me that today is your special day."
 
Phyllis Cross said, "Edith, you have asked everybody here the question, ‘Do you believe in Easter?’ but you have never asked me."  Edith said, "Phyllis, I wanted to many times, but God told me to wait until you asked, and now that you have asked . . .
 
Edith Burns took her Bible and shared with Phyllis Cross the Easter story of the  death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  Edith said, "Phyllis, do you believe in Easter?  Do you believe that Jesus Christ is alive and that he wants to live in your heart?" Phyllis Gross said, "Oh I want to believe that with all of my heart, and I do want Jesus in my life."  Right there, Phyllis Cross prayed and invited Jesus Christ into her heart. 

Two days later, Phyllis Gross came in, and Edith said, "Do you know what day it is?" Phyllis Gross said, "Why, Edith, it’s Good Friday." Edith said, "Oh, no, for you every day is Easter. Happy Easter, Phyllis!"
 
Two days later, on Easter Sunday, Phyllis Cross came into work, did some of her duties and then went down to the flower shop and got some Easter lilies because she wanted to go up to see Edith and give her some Easter lilies and wish her a Happy Easter. When she walked into Edith’s room, Edith was in bed.  That big black Bible was on her lap.  Her hands were in that Bible.  There was a sweet smile on her face.
 
When Phyllis Cross went to pick up Edith’s hand, she realized Edith was dead.  Her left hand was on John 14:2-3: "In my Father’s house are many mansions.  I go to prepare a place for you.  I will come again and receive you to myself, that where I am, there you may be also."  Her right hand was on Revelation 21:4, "And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes, there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying; and there shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away.”
 
Phyllis Cross took one look at that dead body, and then lifted her face toward heaven, and with tears streaming down her cheeks, said, "Happy Easter, Edith - Happy Easter!"
 
Phyllis Cross left Edith’s body, walked out of the room, and over to a table where two student nurses were sitting. She said, "My name is Phyllis Gross. Do you believe in Easter?"

1. The Apostle Paul says in II Corinthians 5:9-10 that Christians will one day appear before the Judgment Seat of Christ.  Compare this text with I Corinthians 3:10-15.  How should a Christian respond to these two texts?  Do these texts “scare” you at all?  How “could” these texts change the way that you are living your life on this earth? (Note: The Christian will not be judged as to heaven and hell but on his life.)

2. Besides a “fear” of judgment (as seen in II Corinthians 5:9-10), what “other reason” should the Christian use as a motivation to serve Christ? (Look closely at II Corinthians 5:14.)

3. Discuss how Jesus Christ has changed your life.  If Christ can change your life, why would you not want to share that change with others so that they could be changed too?

4. In verse 20, Paul calls Christians to be Christ’s ambassadors on this earth.  Discuss the work of an ambassador as he represents a country other than his own.  How should the work of an ambassador representing his country “resemble” an ambassador (the Christian) representing Jesus on this earth?

5. If Paul has called Christians to be His ambassadors on this earth, discuss how “effective” you have been in your calling as Christ’s ambassador in your life.

